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FOREWORD. 



J^is treatise on ])e high state of virginity contains so many 
coarse and repulsive passages^ J)at it was laid out for printing 
wiJ?out a modernized version; but J>e printer complained J?at 
\>e explanatory footnotes were a trouble to \>e compositors 
and an encumbrance on \>e page^ and ]>e translation became 
a last resource, pe most objectionable portions have been 
Latinized. 

In his praise of J>e virgin state^ \>e au})or has given such 
way to his zeal, as to fall into frequent attacks on wedlock; 
and against j>em J?e editor has sometimes entered a lively pro- 
test. 1^0 age of Christianity has sanctioned any such con- 
demnation of '' marriage honourable in all/' and, of right, holy. 
Where any faaatics ventured on such folly, Jey were quickly 
branded, by \>e truer sense of \>e church, as unsound. None, 
perhaps, in our days can be so ignorant as to declare in favour 
of \>ose notions. In ]>e earliest church a warning example is 
seen in TertulUanus, who, %ough a warm and able defender of 
\>e faij), lost all credit by adopting Montanist views. Among 
Je advocates for purity, none can rival Origenes, who went to 
a lengS which he afterwards himself reprobated, and which 
his editor. Bishop Huet, found so little laudable, J)at he refused 
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to believe of his au'Sor ]?at lie used J>e knife, and will have it 
]>at he resorted to refrigeratives, such as hemlock is said by 
Dioskorides to be. Yet Origenes, devotee as he was to ]>e 
"purity" doctrines, damns, wi'S a full and due sentence, 
partly in \>e language of St. Paid, ]>ose "forbidding to 
marry," as holding " doctrines of devils;" and avers J?at while 
celibacy is a state of grace, marriage is also, by just inference 
from J>e apostolic language, a state of grace also. For ])e 
readers faU satisfaction, I add ]>e words of j^e original: Kal 
CTTcl 6 ^€of awe^ev^e, 8(^ tovto X'^^M^ iartv iv T0Z9 vtto Oeov 
<n/P€^€vyfiiuoi^, Sirep 6 IlavKo^ i*7rlaTafA€Vo^, hrUrvi^ r^ elvai Tf)v 
arpnfv ar^afilav X'^^M^> ^al Kal top /carh \oyov Oeov ydfjLov 
etpcu xfV^H^f <f>aa-K<ov OiS^o Be iravrcK au6pmrov<$ elvai &^ 
ifiai/TOV* a\X SkOiOto^ ISiop eyei X"f^^ ^^ Oeov, 09 ff^ep ovra^, 
$9 Bk ovT6>9. He \>en quotes Matth. six. 6 ; 1 Tim. iv. 1^ 2, 3, 
driving home his protest against such teachers as \>e au^or of 
Hali Meidenhad by J>e words icrnKvovratv ov iropveveiv fiovov, 
oKKk Kal yafieiu, " forbidding not fornication merely, but even 
marriage." Hence it is plain \>B,t to speak evil of j^e marriage 
estate is no tenet of any large body of Christians, or of J>e early 
church, and in editing J>is work it was fitting to declare a dis- 
sent &om such teaching. 

I assume, &om \>e tone of \>e tract, its eager advocacy of 
nunneries and profession, its mixture of advice and authority, 
})at \>e. writer was of no less J>an J>e episcopal order. A proba- 
bility is visible J'at he was also J>e au^or of \>e Ancren Biwle, 
of \>e life and passion of St. Margaret, St. JuUana, St. Ea^arine, 
of \>e piece Si Sciret paterfamilias, of ]?e Oreisun of St. Mary, 
and of o])er tracts now lost, peso are all in ]>e same homely, 
terse, eloquent English of \>e former half of J?e J)irteen}> century, 
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and are all of a devotional character, and almost all addressed 
to maidens, professed and veiled, pe story of St. Margaret is 
distinctly named in ]>e Ancren Biwle as known to \>e ladies 
to whom ^e latter piece is addressed, and in ]>q tract now 
printed (p. 45) j^e examples of St. Ka^arine^ St. Margaret, St. 
Agnes, St Jnliana> St. Lucy, St. Cecilia are recommended. 

If it be probable Jat J)e present tract is written by \>e same 
hand, and addressed to ]>e same ladies as ]>e ''Ancren Wisse,'' 
\>en it is also probable \>B,t ])eir nunnery was at Tarante Kaines, 
in Dorsetshire, on ])e Stour ; for a Latin copy of \>e Bule, at 
Oxford, in Magdalen College Library, has \>e inscription, '' Hie 
incipit prohemium venerabilis Patris Magistri Simonis de 
Gandavo, Episcopi Sarum, in librum de vita solitaria quem 
scripsit sororibus suis anachoretis apud Tarente.^' pe Latin 
Cottonian copy, Yitell. E. vii., once had, as appears from Smiths 
catalogue, 1696, ])e following title or memorandum upon it, 
"RegulaB vitsB Anachoretarum utriusque sexus scriptSB per 
Simonem de Qtmdavo, Episcopum Sarum in-usum suarum so- 
rorum. Hiuic librum Frater Robertus de Thometon, quondam 
Prior, dedit claustralibus de Bardenay." 

Mr. Morton sufElciently proved \>at \>e Latin is a translation 
from \>e earlier English, and \>e testimonies above may be recon- 
ciled wi% \>e date of }>e language of ]>e English, by under- 
standing Simon of Ghent to be \>e au^or only of \>e Latin 
version. He was bishop from 1297 to 1315. 

It remains })at we imagine one of \>e Poores, bishops suc- 
cessively of Sarum, Herbert from 1194 to 1215, and Eichard 
from 1217 to 1229, to be J?e writer of J>e original English, 
addressed, we^need not doubt, to ladies at Tarente, in Dorset. 
Richard, \>e dean of Salisbury, was consecrated (1215) to 



VUl FOREWORD. 

Chichester, and removed to SaUsbury (1217), and Durham 
(1229), in which see he died (1237). Matthew Paris (p. 439) 
gives an edifying account of his dea^ bed. pe records of ]>e 
foundation at Tarente are in no public repository, a few par- 
ticulars only are mentioned by Dugdale : if ]?ey exist, J?ey are 
in private hands, possibly J)ose of \>e owners of ]>e estates. 

London, June, 1866. 



GLOSSARY. 



[The main part of the forms Of words in this treatise is easily traced in the Saxon : 
and howbeit onr dictionaries be defective and grammars incomplete, yet in the loss 
of genders and terminations, which the language had suffered in the thirteenth cen- 
tury, these deficiencies are of less importance. The translation and the explanations 
at the end of St. Marherete supersede a larger glossary, and only a few points 
present themselres for notice. In some instances a reexamination of the text has 
suggested improvements. Thus, on p. 43, the reading of B. asaile^, might have 
been admitted into the text. On p. 46, line 7, for every read eternal, as it stands a 
few lines lower. In p. 11, 1. 28, ahest means oughtest In the first line of fol. I27a, 
for cruni, which the MS. presents, perhaps cunni, try, would be a better reading.] 



Auriola, p. 23. 

Bere, voices p. 31. 

Cangun, a broad short built man, 
p. 33. CoNGEON, one of low sta- 
ture or a dwarf. Bailey (1 759). 
The cammede kongons cryen 
after col, col, And blowen liere 
bellewys that al liere brayn 
brestes. Eel. Ant. I. 240. The 
crooked eonguns cry after coal, 
coal, And blow their bellows till 
their brains crack. 

Cheowan, to Jaw, p. 31. 

Cockung, p. 47. Standing like a 
game cook to a fight, uppish- 
ness. So Cocksy, uppish. (Baker 
Nor^hants.) 

Cuncweari, conquirere. We have 
here a proof that in 1230 the 



English pronunciation of Latin 
was in accordance with that of 
other nations. 

Erles, earnest, p. 7. 

Euening, p. 7. 

E^eliche, of no great value, fol. 
113^, 125^, I26a. Wyrta sind 
ea^elice gesceafta (Saxon Homi- 
lies, vol. ii., p. 464). Worts are 
things of not mttch value. ]7e 
rihteoise godd wule J?at we demen 
us e^eliche aut lahe (Si sciret, 
fol. ba). The righteous God 
wiUeth that we deem ourselves 
low and of small esteem. 

Famplen, p. 37. 

Forhohe, p. 25, from Forhogian, 
here Forhohien. 

FrakelO; fragilis, p. 7. 
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Goderheale, p. 29. 

Halschipe, p. 5. 

Hearmen, p. 47, 1. 1. 

Heueld, p. 21. Saxon Hsefeld, 

Zieium. 
Huler, p. 3 1 . ^ef alle lu]?er holers 

were yserved so, Man schnlde 

fynde ]?e les such spouse breche 

do. (Robert of Gloster, p. 26, 

Heame.) 
Kenchinde, p. 17. Ginkende 

hleahter rtsus excesms in Eule of 

Mynchens. See Lye in cincung, 

e<ichinnatio. 
Leirwite, p. 47, (so) for Leger wite, 

punishment lair, 
Menskian, p. 23, to ha/o$ mercy. 
Mis for to donne, p. l7=for to 

misdonne. 
Onont, p. 9. 

Smirles for Smirels, p. 13. 
Stikelinde, p. 17. Sticol occurs 



in the Saxon, though not in the 
dictionaries. 

Strunden, p. 35. 

Sunegild, guilty of sin (?), p. 43. 

Sutelliche, p. 23. Saxon SweotoU 
lice, 

Sweamen, pp. 17, 35, to flutter, 
disturb, SeeEgilssoninSveiniur, 
Sveimr ; also Csedmon and Codex 
Exoniensis; and compare the 
Dansk Svaeve. Dietrichs Tiew 
seems erroneous. 

Swirfor^, p. 23. Cf. "To con^e 
down cock's neckling, i,e, head 
foremost. "Wilts" (Grose). 

Tricchet in itricchet, p. 9. 

Truckle, pp. 5, 7. 

^ettede, p. 21. See Glossary to 
Layamon. 

^isciaD, p. 29, or siyh. See Boet, 
p. 2, 1. 27. 

pufitenes, p. 45, Ge]?ofkan. 
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HOLY MAIDENHOOD. 



[modebnized.] 



Text of the dis- Audi filia et vide et inclina aurem tuani et obliviscere 

course. 

Psalm xiy. 11. popTilum tuam et domum patris tui. David j^e psalmist 
]^U8 speaks in ]?e psalter to j^e spouse of Qod, j^at is, each 
maiden j^at has maidens manners ; and he sai^ : '^ Hear 
me, daughter, behold, and bend J?ine ear, and forget J^y 

What each word people and hv fal?ers housoi" Take notice what each 

means. j .^ -i 

word here separately signifies. "Hear me, daughter," he 

Why he calls the gays. He calls her daughter, in order l?at she may under- 
maiden daughter. '' . o » X J 

stand ]7at he is teaching her affectionately j^e love of a 
better life, as a fa]?er should his daughter, and j^at she may 
J?e more cheerfully listen to him as a feip&r. Hear me, 
precious daughter, J?at is to say, diligently listen to me wi^ 
]7e ears of }7ine head ; " and behold," }7at is, open J?e eyes of 
J^ine heart to understand. "And bend jfiah ear," J?at is, 
be buxom or obedient to my instruction. She may answer 
She asks why he and Say, What is bis lore bat bou admonishest so deeply, 

is so earnest. "" '^ ^ ^ ^ ^ "^ 

and teachest me so earnestly ? Lo, J^is, " Forget jij people 
He preaches to and by fabers house." David calls be assembly wibin bee 

edification. 

of fleshly Noughts, >y people, >at lead and draw >ee wi^ 
Jeir prickings of fleshly corruptions to carnal lusts, and 
entice ]?ee to marriage and to a husbands embraces, and 
make J^ee to 'Sink what a delight J^ere woujd be J^erein. 
and meets sup- How much good might grow out of be offspring of you 

posed objections. "* 

two ! Ah ! false Noughts, cease a suggestion }Bt defiles j^y 
men's ; while ]?ou settest for'S all J^at seems good, and 
concealest all j^e bitter mischief ]?at lie^ below, and all j^e 
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Audi filk et uide et inclina aurem tuam et oblivisoere 
populnm tuum et dbmuin patris tui. 

Dauid ]?e lalinwrihte ptalm, B. 

fpekeHS ij^e &,uter 

toward godef fpuae towart, B. 

fat if each meiden 
A ]^at hane% meidene ]^eawes. 

/^ T; fei^. Her me dohter. Biliald T; buh Jyin eare 1 forjet ber, B. 

ti folc *\ tine fader huf. Nim jeme hwat euch word beo tinef, B. 
funderliche to feggen. Jber me dobter be Hei^. Dohter ant, B. which 
he clepe^ hire, for Jd jfot ha und^ftonde fat he hire Kues throujAout* 
luue luueliche leare^ afe feder ah hif dohter. % beo him feader, B, 

doopfi B 

afe fader j^e bli^eluker lufhii. Jber me deorewur^e debtor. [FoL'ii2(i.] 

]W if ^eome lastne me wi^ earen of ]^in heaued. % bibald. heauet, B. 

fat if opene to Tnderfionde }e ehne of fin beorte. And 

bei yin eare. ]^at if beo buhftMi to mi lare. Ho mei onfweren 

% feien. Hwat if nu ]ds lare fai tu nimefl ie deopliche. 

% learef me fe jeome? low ]nf. forget ti folc ^ tine fader learst, B. 

huf. }i folc he clepe% dauid fe oederunge inwi% fe of flesch- 

liche J?ohtes. fat leaded fe T; drahen wi^ hare prtcunges j®*^®^\ 

of flescblicbe fallen to licomliche luftes. ^ egge^ fe to 

brudlac % to weres cluppinge. % maken fe to J^ncben bwuch duppunge, B. 

delit were fna, bwuch eife. fe richedom fat tes lauedis 

hauen. Hu muche god mihte of inker ftreon waxen. A fak 

folo of fwikef read af ti muV uie% af f\x fcheaweft for% al 

fat God ^ckeHS % heleft al fat bitter bale fat ter li^ 
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great loss J>at ]>ereby arises. Forget all J^is people, my 
precious daughter, sai^ David ^e prophet, J7at is, cast out 

Henreacheswith of J?ine heart all J^ese 'Soughts. J?is is ]fe people of 
\ Babylon, j^e army of J?e devil in hell, J?at is wr6 intent, 

Heediflei. to lead ]?e daughter of Sion, into ]?e service of ]?e 

sionabigh tower, world, fe high tower of Jerusalem was sometime called 
Sion, and Sion in ]?e English language is as much as to 
say, high vision. And J^is tower typifies J^e elevated 

Maidens in more state of virginity, J?at beholds as from on high, all 

and wedded. widows and Wedded women, bo^ of J?em benea^ it. For 
j^ese, as trails to ]?e flesh, desire ]7e service of ]?e world, 
and remain below on ear%. But she stands trough her 
exalted life in ]?e high tower of Jerusalem, not below 
on eajr6f but from ]?e high tower in heaven, pis is 
typified hereby. From ]?at Sion she looks down on all 
J?e world below her, and by J>e life of angels, J^e heavenly 
one, )?at she leads, J^ough in ]^ body she dwell on ear%, 
^ she is, as it were, in Sion, ]?e high tower in heaven, 
free beyond J^em all from all worldly vexations. Ah ! ]?e 

Babylon. , people of Babylon j^&t I named just now, j^e host of J^e 
devil in hell, ]7at is, lusts of ]^e flesh and eggings on of J^e 
fiend, ever war and warp towards ]?is tower for to cast it 
adown, and draw into servitude J^e maiden }at stands so 
high ]?erein, and hence is called daughter of Sion. And is 
she not really cast down and drawn into servitude, ]^at of 
so very high a place, of so great dignity and such honour, 

A nun has Jesns as it is to be Qt)ds spouse, Jesu Christs bride, leman of l^e 

for bridegroom. 

lord, before whom all kings bow, lady of aU ]?e world, as 
he is Lord; Hke him in reverence, immaculate as he is, 
and as >e blessed maiden his precious mo'Ser is ; like his 
holy angels, ]7at observe his behests ; so mistress of herself 
]>at she need %ink nought of any o%er %ing but of her 
leman, wi% true love to please him ; for he will care for 
her, he ]?at ha% taken heed of all j^at she wants, while 
she rightly loved him wi% true feii^. Is not, as I said, 
she ]?en sorely cast down and drawn into servitude, ]7at 
from so high elevation and so happy a fr-eedom, shall 
Harriageathrai- descend 80 low into ft man's service, as l?at she shall have 
noting as mistress of herself, and barter away the heavenly 
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under. % al ]^at muchele lure ]fat ter of arife%. forget al j^is [FoI. usa.] 

folc deorewur^e dohter fei^ dauid J?e wite^e. ]?«< if J^eos )>eo, B. 

]7ohtef warp ut of j^in heorte. Jis if Babilonef folc^e deueles 

here of helle. ]^at if umben for to leaden in to ]^ worldes 

J?eowdom Syonef dohter. Syon waf fum hwile iclepet J?e 

hehe tor of Jert^alraa. And fei% fyon a£e muchel on 

englische leodene. afe heh fih^e. And bitacne^ ]fif tur. ]w 

hehfchiipe of meidenhad ]^at bihald as of heh alle widewen hehnesse, B. 

und«* hire % weddede ba^e. for J?eoB as flefches j^ralles 

beo^ in worldes J?eowdoOT % wune^ lahe on eor^e. Ah wuniel^, B. 

heo ftont >urh heh lif if e tur of ierwalem Nawt of lah '^- defectiye. 

on eor^e ; ah of fe hehe tur in heouene. ]^at if bitacned 

f urh fit Of^f a^ fyon ha bihalt al f e world under hire. Ht 

furh englene Made Ht heuenUch ^at leades fah ha licom- ha lead, B. 

liche wunie up on eor^e. And if as in fyon fe hehe tur of 

hevene free ou^r aUe from alle worldliche weanen. Ah [FoI. usfr.] 

babilones folc ^at ich ear newpnede f e deoueles here of free, B. 

helle. yat beo^ flesches luftes T; feondes egginge ; weorre^ eggunge, B, 

T; warped eau^ toward tif tur for to kaften hit adun % 

drahen hire in to f eowdom ^at ftond fe hehe f erin. T; if 

cleopet for f i fyones dohter. And nif ha wit^rliche akaft 

T: in to feowdom idrahen ^at of fe fwi^e heh ftal. of fe >e, B. 

muche dignete. T; fwuch wur^fchipe af hit if to beo godes 

fpufe. J^«hu cr^'fles brude. fe lauerdes leofmon fa^ alle 

kinges buhe^. of al fe world lauedi af he if of al lau^d. ^^^'^' 

Jlich him in halfchipe. ynwemmet af he is. Ht tat eadi 

meiden his deorewur^e mod^r. Jlich his hali engles. ]fat 

his heaile halden. Se freo of hire felf. ^at ha nawiht ne seolacn, B. 

f arf of o^er f ing f enchen bute an of hire leofmon wi^ ane, B. 

treowe luue c wemen. for he wile carien for hire f a ^ ha cane, B. 

haued itaken to of al ]^ai hire biheoue% hwil ha riht luued 

him wi^ fo^e bileaue. Nif ha f enne sariliche as ich feide_ 

ear akafl. 'I; in to fewdom idrahen ]fat fram fe muchel [FuI. nsc.] 

hehfcipe 1; fe fell freedom fchal lihte fe lahe in to a monnef 

feowdom. fwa jfat ha naue^ nawt freo of hire feluen. T: 

trukie for a men of lam f e he^enliche lau^rd. 1. lutlin hiie 
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v/ If Of marries lord foT a man of elay, and lessen her ladysliip, as much as 

8116 loses iier ilroe* v ^ # 

dom and high her second husbaud IB of less value and ha^ less possessionB 
dignity. j^^ -^^^ former one had ; and instead of bemg Gods bride 

and his lady daughter (for bo^ togej^er she is), shall 
become a sorvant under a man, and his ^rall, to do all 
and suffer all j^at he pleases, go it howsoever hard wi% 
her ; and instead of such blessed security as she was in, 
m^ still might be under Gk>ds guardianship, he shall put 
/ her to drudgery to manage house and hinds, and to sq 
many troubles, to care for so many %ings, to endure vexa- 
tions and anger and shame near every hour, to endure 
so many woes, for hire so poor as Je world ever pays at J?e 
end. Is not J?is to be verily cast down? Is not ^is 
enough slavery in place of j^e frolic freedom she had wlule 
she was Sions daughter? And yet herein is mingled no 
mention of ]^e heavenly losses, ]?at wi^out comparison pass 
all o^ers. Surely so goes it. Serve God, and all 'Sings 
She must serve shall tum for J?e to good. Betake J?yself to him truly, 
^*******"^®' and J?ou shalt be free from aU worldly vexations, nor 
Romans TiiL 28. may any evil harm ]?ee; for, as St. Paul says, all ^ings 
turn to good for ]?e good, nor can any^ing be wanting 
to ]^ee ]7at honourest him J^at rule% all %ings wi^in 
^y breast. And such sweetness shalt ]70u find in his 
love and in his service, and have so much enjoyment 
Jereof and liking in J?ine heart, ]?at }70U wilt be unwilling 
to change ]?e state ]?ou livest in, to be a crowned queen. 
So gracious is our Lord, who is not willing J^at his chosen 
ones be wi^out yeir reward here. For J^ere is so much com- 
fort in his grace ; J^at all ]?at j^ey see, suits ]^m well ; and 
bough to ano^er man it may seem ]?at ]7ey suffer hardships, 
it grieved J^em not, but seemed to ]?em soft, and ^ej have 
more delight J^erein j^an any o^ers have in j^e satisfactions 
of J?e world, pis our Lord give^ j^em as an earnest of Je 
eternal reward ]^at shall come afterwards, pna Gods 
Joy in God. . friends have all \fe enjoyment of )ris world, which J?ey have 
forsaken, in a wonderful manner, and heaven in ]?e end. 
IN'ow then, on ^e o^er side, betake ]?yself to ]?e world, and 
]?ou shalt find ]^at, in all cases, ]?e more J^ou hast, }^ more 
]^ou shalt give in exchange ; and, since ]^ou wouldest not 
serve God, serve this fickle and frail world ; and so ]?ou 
shalt be oppressed under it, as its %rall in a ^ousand ways ; 
vezaUonsinmar- to have in place of one satisfaction two disgusts, and to be 
**** so often made wretched by a wordless man, ]^at ]wu Uest 
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laiaifeUptt 9fy mvuihd 9fi hire latere were if lafle wux^ % 

lefle hane^ ^ haaed^ ear hire earre. 1. of godea bnide. 

*l his free dohter. for ba to oederes ha if; bicume^ )?eow 

under mon T: his J?rel to don al T; drehen ]fat him like^. ne 

fitte hit hire fe uuele. 1 of fe feli fikemefle af ha was in 1 

mahte beon under 'Godes warde. de^ hire in to drecchungQ 

to dihten hus. 1 hine^ T; to fe moni eaxm^oi to carien for 

fe feole fing Teonen pollen "l grcnn^n/l fchoinen umbe 

ftonda. Drehen fe moni wa for fwa wac huire af to world worlt, B. 

fbrfelt eaiur at ten ende. Nif J^os witerliche akaft ? Nis 

tis ]?eowdoni inoh a^ain |?at ilke fireolaic ]fat ha hefde hwil [Foi. hm.} 

ha was fyon^s doht^ and tab nif imiinget her nawt of >ali, B. 

heouenliche luren ]?at paife^ alle o^re wi^uten eueninge, euenunge, B. 

Sekerliche fpa hit fare^. Seme Godd ane. % alle )d»ge 

fchulen Je turne» to Gode. And tac >e to him tr^oweliche. ^f^'^' 

^ ta fchalt beo free £ram alle worldliche weanen pB mei 

nan nuel harm^i ]?e. for af fente pawel fei^. AUq J'inge 

ttime% J^e oode to god. ne mai na ]^ing wenti }e \at hereil 

him J?at al welt i» wi^ in yi breofte. And fwuch fwetnefle 

Yx fchalt ifinden in his lune T; i» his feniife. T; habbe fe 

muche mnrh^e Jrqf 1 likiwge i]m heorte. \at tu nalde^ likunge, B. 

channgeu ]7a^ tu liueil in for to ^o cwen ioninet. Se 

hende if nre lau^d }at nule nawt \at hife ioorene beon nule he, B. 

wi^ute mede her. for & muehe ^onfort if i^ his grace, ^at muchel, B. 

al ham (it }^ai ha feo^. and tab hit J^tmbhe o%re men ^c^ 

ha drehen harde ; hit ne greue^ haw nawt ah J?unche^ ha»» [FoI. U4a.] 

fofte % habbe^ mare delit ]?rin J^en anie o^re habbe^ ei o«er, B. 

ilikiuge of J?e worlde. \]i nre lan<!rd jiue'S hcmi her af on ilicunge, B. 

erles of J^e echo mede ^at fchal cume ^raft^« \u9 hauen habbe'S, B. 

godes fireond al ]^e fruit of ]?is world \at ha foriaken 

habbe^. owunderliehe wife. And heuene at ten ende. Nu 

]«nne on o^er half, nim J»e to J'© worlde Ti eau^ fe J^u worlt, B, 

mare haues fe )>e fchal mare trukie. \ feruen hwen j^u trnkien, B. 

nald^ godd j JL? fikde world % frakele. It fchalt beo far^ 

idfirued uod^ hire af hire ^r^l <m a ]?ufad wifen. Ajaines ^usent, B. 

an likinge; habben twa of^unehunges. And fe ofte boon -imge, B. 
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nnder, for nouglit or noting, J^at }oxk shalt loa]?e fj life, 
and repent J?y condition, J?at ever ]k)u puttest J^self into 
such a servitude for a worldly joy which J?ou ezpectedst to 
\ ^ . ; secure, and (in reality) hast found ]^erein sorrow and 

misery rife. And ]^at which ]k>u supposedst to be gold is 
. i turned to brass, and it is not at all such as }j people, of 

whom I spake abovOi promised thou shouldst find. ITow 
l^ou'seest j^at ]?ey have tricked ]?ee as traitors ; for under a 
shew of nappiness, instead of joy ]?ou hast often hell here, 
and except ]?ou snatch Myself away, mayst expect ]^e future 
" Ask rich ladies hell. Ask hem queens, 1?ese rich countesses, bese saucy 
Of life. ladies, about ]?eir mode of life. Truly, truly, if J^ey 

rightly be^ink ]?emselves and acknowledge the tru%, I 
shall have ]?em for witnesses ]?at ]^ey are licking honey off 
J^orns. J?ey buy all Je sweetness wi^ two proportions of 
bitter, and fiirj^er on in J^is writing ]?at shall be openly 
shewn. It is by no means all gold J^at glitters in ]?at 
BtatioUi ]K)ugh no man knows but J^emselves what often 
pains ]rem. When it is ]^us wi% \e rich, what Pinkest 
tTi^wed jpu of Je poor, J»at are indifferently dowered and ill 
easily married, provided for, as almost aU gentlewomen now are in J^e 
world, J?at have not wherewi^ to buy ]?emselve8 a bride- 
groom of ]^eir own rank, and give J^emselves into servitude 
-^ to a man of low esteem wi^ all fat fey have ? "Wellaway ! 
Jesu ! what unworf y ghaffer ! Well were it for fern, were 
]^y on ]?e day of ]?eir bridal borne to be buried ! pere- 
He insists on his fore, seely maiden, forget fy people, as David bidden. 
Do away ]?e ^otighta ]»t prick ]?y heart trough carnal 
lusts, and teach J^ee and edge ]?ee on toward a suchlike ser- 
vitude for fleshly Airinesses ; forget also J^y facers house, 
as David afterwards admonishes, py fa^er he called ]?e 
Too gross and impure deed ]^at begat )>ee of ]^y mo^er ; idem illud camis 
sisters.^' ^ inceudium; ardentem istum pruritum camalis concupis- 
oentiae, qui opus istud odiosum prsBcessit, oommercium 
istud ferinum, copulam istam impudicam, sordes istiius 
nosto**^Siri ^^ putidi atque pravi. It is however in wedlock 
Montanista h»- somo ways to be tolerated, as men shall by and bye 
Mn^«ii^'^*^ hear. If }k)u askest why God created such a ^ing to 
scripSe' inter- ^> ^ answer J?ee : God created it never such; but Adam 
MraSrts epis. *"^^ ^^® tumed it to be such by feir sin, and marred our 
cope. nature; ]?at is, it is ]?e house of immorality, and has 
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imaket arm of an e^eliche mon ]fat tahA under, for noht eann, B. 

o^er nohtunge; ^at te fchal la^i ]d lif It bireowe )at fi% 

yat tu eaner didef te into fwuch J^eowdom for worldliche [FoL ii4ft.] 

wmme yat ta wendes to bi^eten. % hauefi ifunden weane wendest, B. 

^rin. % wondra^e riue. And if ^at tu wendeft oold ; wontre'Se, B. 

iwur^en to meafUing. ^ nis nawt af ti folc of hwam iipeo meastlung, B. 

]?ruppe bihet te to ifinden. Nu ]?a fefl ]fat ha habbe^ 

itriccbet te af treitres. for nnder weole in wunno ftude J?u 

hanefl her ofte helle. % bute Jai wi^ breide Je ; bredef te 

yat oder. Afke ]?eB cwenes. ]?es riche cuntaiTes ]fea modie 

lafdis of hare Made. So^liche ib^liche ;if ha bi]?enche% 

ham riht ^ cnawleche^ fo% ; Jch habbe ham to witnefle 

ha licked huni of ]?omef. ha buggen al }af fwete wi% twa 

dale of bittre. T; tat fchal for^re ij^is writ beo» openliche 

ifcheawet. Nis hit newer neh gold al }at ter fchine^. nat 

tah na mon bute ham felf hwat ham fliche^ ofte. Hwen [Foi. uao.] 

jftu if of ]?e riche. hwat wenef tu of the poure ^at beo% wenest, B. 

wacliche ijeouen and bifet uuele as gentille wimmen mefl wummoiiy B. 

alle nu oworlde. ^at nabbed hwerwi^ buggew ham brud- 

gume onont ham ^ jeoue% ham in to ]7eowdom of an e^e- 

licher mon wi^ al ]fat ha habbe^. "Weilawei i^hu godd 

hwuch imwur^e chaffere wel were ham weren ha on hare 

brudlakes dei ibpren to biburien. for ]?i feli meiden forget ti 

folc as daut^ bit. Do awei j^e ]K)htes j^at prtkien Jdn heorte 

J?urh licomliche luflef. *l leare^ }e and egge^ toward J?ulli leadictJ, B. 

]?eowdom for fiefchliche fal^dh. forget ec yi fader hus af 

dauv6 read J^rafter. pi fader he cleope^ ^at unj?eaw ^ai 

ftreonede J?e of J?i moder. J?at ilke unhende flesches brune. 

fat beaminde ^ec^e of ^at licomliche luil. bifore ^ai wlate- ^eohlSe, B. 

ftdle were, ^at beafleliche eederinge. ^at fchomelefe fom- [Foi. iiid.] 

nunge. ]fat fol^e of ful^e ftinkende % untohe dede. Hit 

if tah in wedlac iummes weis to J^olien af men fchal aft^ me, B. 

iheren Jif ^n aikef hwi oodd fchop fwuch ying to been, beonne, B. 

Jch }p onfwerie. Godd ne fchop hit neauer fwuch. Ah 

Adam Ht eue tumden hit to beo fwiich }7urh hare funne. ^ 

merden ure cunde. fai if tif un]?eawes hue, 1; haue% mare tif B. omits. 
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^e mora harm in it. pere is all too much lordlinesa 

and masfcery J'erein^ in J'ici nature Jms marred, whieh 

Pavid j'UB called yy facers house, ]^at is, )^ lust of 

^ lechery J^at rule^ J^erein. Forget, and go^ put of it wi^ a 

Geds graoe to heartv will, and Crod will, after bat will, gi^e bee a streng^ 

subdue lust. i, « i • i \. i i i a i . -, 

assuredly mm bis dear grace* pere needs not but pat pou 
will and let God work. Have trust in his help, pou 
sbalt beseech him for noj^ing good, nor begin any^ing J^at 
he will not end it. Ever await his grac^ and overcome 
wi^ help of it J^at same weak nature J?at drawe^ into ser- 
vitude and caste^ so many into miry fil^. Et concupiscet, 

A spiritual bride- etc. And J?en wiU, sai^ David, J?e king desire Jyy beauty ; 
^e king of all kings will desire J^ee for his leman ; and ]?en 
]?ou, seely maiden, ]?at art allotted to him wi% ]?e grace of 
maidenhood, break not ]^ou J^at seal ]?at sealed you toge^er. 
Eetain fy name by which J^ou art wedded to him, nor ever 
qnit for a lust and for a trumpery delight of a moment ]?at 
same %ing J^at may never be reoovered. Haidenhood is a 

LottmaideiUiQod treasure bat, if it be once lost, will never aeain be found. 

irrecoyerable. "' 

Maidenhood is ]re bloom-J^at, if it be once foully plucked, 
It sometimes never again sprouted up ; but ]>ough it wi^er some time 

loses some of its >^^ _• s^ i m »i m t j •%»■ • -^ 

beauty by evu wvS vajious ^oughts, xt novor may grow after J?at. Maid- 

°^^ ^' enhood is J^e star J^at if it be once gone out of ]?e east 

adown to j^e west, never again arise^. Maidenhood is a 

but once lost is grace granted Jee from heaven ; if ever ]>ou put it away 
once, never shelt J^ou recover such ano^er, for maidenhood 
is queen of heaven and }e fai^ of ^e world, by which we 

Some tnmsoen- axc protected. Tis a virtue above all virtues, and to Christ 

dental doctrine. - t_ i /» i , , -. 

pe most acceptable of aU. "Whence J?ou hast, maiden, ever 
preciously to guard it; for it is so high a %ing and so 
very dear to Qtod, and so acceptable. Hence it is a loss 
J^at is beyond recovery. If it is dear to God, fat is, so like 
himself, no wonder : for he is J?e loveHest ^ing, and wi^- 
out every breach, and was ever, and is, pure beyond all 
^ings, and love^ purity beyond all ^ings. And what is a 
more lovesome %ing and more to be extolled among earVly 
TT V «-« *ings J>an }e virtue of maidenhood ? Wi^out breach and 

High flying no- t 

tioDs. pare, taken from himself who make% out of an ear^ly 



i^ » 



HALI MBIDSNHAD. 11 

harm if al to muchd lau^rddom ^ meifhie Jviinne ybi crmde mache, B. 

imerred taf }ai d^ clepe^ ^ ti Meres htM. ]?at if te luft 

of lecoherie ]?at rixle^ }er wv6 inne. forjet T: ga ut }?rof 

wi^ wil of J?in heorte. T; oodd wile after jfe wil jeoue Je 

ftrewg^e fikerliclie of hif deore grace, ne J?arf J?e bute wilnen 

% lete oodd wurchen. Haae trail on his help, ne fchal tu 

na ymg oodes bifechen ne bigmmen. >at he hit nnle enden Jiffl^nen. ^^^ 

eaxier bide hif gr^ice. ^ ouM^kum wi% hire help ]^at ilke [FoI. ii5a.] 

wake cunde }at drahe^ into ]?eowdom 1 into ful^e fen- 5^ g^^* 

niliche akaAe^ fe monie. At concnpifcet rex decorem 

tu[um]. Ant Jewne wile fei^ d^ }e king wilni J?i wlite. 

pe king of alle kingef defire }?e to leofmon. % J?n Jewne 

feli meiden ]fat art ilote to him wi% meidenhades m^«ke. Uoten, B. 

ne brec ]7U nawt tat feil ]^at foiled inc to oederef. hald ti 

nome j^urh hwam ]^n art to him iweddet, ne leaf J^u neau^ 

for a Inft % for an e^elich delit of an hond hwile ^at ilke 

^ing yai ne mei nen^ beon acouered. Meidenhad if trefor pe, B. 

^at beo hit eanef forloren. ne be% hit nean^ ifdnden. 

Meidenhad is te blofme. ]fat beo ha eanes fulliche forcoruen. 

ne fpmte^ ha neaiw eft. Ah j^ah ha falewi fum chore 

mid mifliche ]K)htes, Sa mei eft greueu nean^ ]^ lat^e. [foi. ii56.] 

Meidenhad if te fteorre }at beo ha eanei^ of }e eaft igan '^^^ ^' * 

adun to ]fe weft, neaner eft ne ariie^ ha. Meidenhad if i^e, B. 

tat an ^eoue ijettet te of heonene. do ^n hit eanef awei. ne 

schal tu neau^ nan o^er al fwuch acon^en for meidenhad 

if heuene cwen T; worldes alefiiefle J^urh hwan }e beon alefendneffe,B. 

ibnrhen. mihte on^ alle mihtef % cwemeit cmt of alle. for 

]^i y\L a heft meiden fe deorewnrdliche to wit^ hit. for hit 

if fe heh ^ing Ti fe fwi^e leof godd ^ fe licwur^e. forj^i 

hit if an lore ]^ai if wi^vte coq^inge. |if hit if godd leof 

}at if him felf fwa ilich. hit nis na wnnder for he if leof- 

lukeft Jing. *l wi^uten eatwr each bmche T: wef eau«* *1t butea, B. 

if cleane ouer alle Jing. 1 ou^r alle Jdng luue^ deannefle. >inge, B. 

And hwat is luffumre J?ing 1, mare to herien bimong eor^- [foi. luc] 

liche J^inges J^en }e mihte of m<»idenhad bute bruehe and Ymgy B. 

eleane ibroiden on himfelaen. }(U rnake^ of eor^lich mon 
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man or woman a heavenly angel, out of a lowly one an 
exalted one, out of a foe a Mend, a help out of what 
harmed. Our flesh is our foe, and debases and harmed 

Our flesh may be us as it defiled US. But if it keep itself wi^out offence, 

pure, it is our very good Mend and help, out of true 

service ; for in it and trough it j^ou earnest, maiden, to be 

^^^ equal to angels in ]?e high bliss of heaven, and in ]7e 

presence of God justified, in case ]?ou leadest ]^eir life in 

A maiden as good he frail flesh wi^out frsiltv. An angel and a maiden are 

as an aiurel j •' 

equal in virtue of maidenhoods excellence, J^ough in 
blessedness ]?ey are yet separate and divided. And ]?ough 
]?e maidenhood of ^em be j^e more blessed now, J^ine it 
demands ]?e more strong^ to preserve, and it shall be 
requited wi^ a higher reward, pis virtue is J?e only one 

Purity the only j^at in J^is mortal life shewed in its estate of J^e bliss im- 
eavenyv ue. ^^^^j^ ^ ^^ blossed land, where bride take^ not bride- 
groom, nor bridegroom bride, and which teache^ here on 
ear%, in its mode of life, ]?e lifeleading of heaven ; and in 
]fia world, which is called a land of unlikeness, maintained 
her conduct in J?e likeness of J?e heavenly nature, }70ugh 
she be an outlaw j^erefrom, and in a frame of clay and in a 
body of a beast, almost lives as a heavenly angel. Is not 
^iB virtue much to be extolled by all ? ]7is is besides ]?e 
virtue ]?at holds our frail vessel, jfoi is our feeble flesh, as 

Maidenhood is St. Paul toaches, in entire holiness. And as be sweet 
unguent and expensive beyond o^ers, which is yclept 
balm, preserves ]^e dead carcass which is ]?erewi^ rubbed 
from rotting, so do% maidenhood a maidens living flesh, 
maintain wi^out stain all her limbs and her senses, her 
sight and hearing, her taste and smelling, and every Hmbs 
feeling ; so J?at J?ey spoil not, nor melt away J?rough carnal 
lusts in J^e fil^ of J^e flesh. So ]^at God ha% ]?rough his 
grace granted so much love, ]?at jfej be not like J^em of 
whom it is written by f e profet J^at Jey in J?eir fil^ rotted 
like boars, pat is to say, every woman ^at is her hus- 

Noscriptnrewar. bands slave, and live% in fll%, he and she bo%. But it is 

iSiiock. ^"**'^ not said of J?ese }7at Jey rot j^erein if j^ey lawfully hold to 
Jeir wedlock. But Je same sorry wretches J?at, un wedded. 

It is libertines wallow in ]>e same foul mire, are ]fe devils boars, who 
wrong, ^^^g j^^ ^^^ spurs J^om to do all J?at he will, peso 

wallow in mire, and rot away J^erein, till J^ey arise jfrongh 



HALI MEIDENHAD. 13 

Hfc wummon. heonene engel. of heane. hine. of fa freond. 

help, of ]?atte banned. Yre flesch if ore &. ^ heane^ nf 

% harmed fe ofte af ha of ftile^. Ah pf \at ha wit hire 

wi'Sute bruche cleane. ha if uf fwi^e god freond % help of 

treowe hure. for in hire % Jurh hire Ju of earnefl meiden 

to beo engle euening i]?e heje blifle of heuene. T: wi^ God on epgle, B. 

rihte hwen ]7U hare Made iji brachele flesch wi^ute bruche bute, B. 

leadefl. engel % meiden been euening in uMu of meiden- inertu i, B. 

hades mihte ]?ah eadineife ha twinni ^ette ^ to tweane. 

And tab hare meidenhad beo eadiure nu^e. ]^n if te mare 

ftreng^e to halden. T: fchal wi^ mare mede boon Je for- ^^^^^^1. « 

gulden, pis mihte if \at an \at i]^is deadlich lif fcheape^ [Foi. ii^d.] 

in hire eilat of \q bliffe undeadHch \}at eadi lond af brud brude, B. 

ne nime^ gume. ne brudgume bruide. T; teche^ her on 

eor^e in hire liflade \e Made of heuene. ^ ijds world }at 

if icleopet lond* of unlicnefle athalt hire bur^e ilicneife of 

heuenUche cunde >ah ha beo utlahe >rof T; in Hcome of ai^m^'B!* ^* 

lam ^ in beafies bodi neh liue% heuenlich engel. Nif tif 

mihte of alle fwi^e to herien. pis if ^et \q u^u ]^at halt 

ure bruchele feat \at if ure feble flefch as sente pawel 

leare^ in hal halinefle. And af tat fwote finirles Ht deoreft 

of o^re ]?at if icleopet bafme. wit \at deade licome \at if 

ter wi^ ifmittet from rotunge. alfwa de^ meidenhad ismiret, B. 

meidenef cwike flefch wi^ute wemmunge halt alle hire 

limen % hire flf wittes. iih^e % heringe. fmecchunge Ht fmeal- 

lunge ^ euch Hmes felunge. \at ha ne merren ne formeal fleschliche, B. 

ten ]mrh licomliche lufles i flefches ful^e \at godd haue% [FoI. ii«a.] 

]>urh hif grace fe muche luue ynned \at ha ne beo% of ]?a iunnen, B. 

iliche bi hwam hit if iwriten \u9 ]mrh ]re proph^^e \at ha 

in hare wur^unge as eau^s forroteden. \at if eauer euch 

wif \at if hire were J?ral % liue^ iwur^inge he T; hoe 

ba^e. Ah nif hit nawt bi J^eose iseid ^at ha forrotie^ 

]7rin ^if ha hare wedlac laheliche halden. Ah j^a ilke iari balded, B. 

wrecches \at ij^at ilke fale wur^inge unweddede walewi^. >e ij^e, B. 

beo% J^e deueles eau^res }at rit ham ^ fpure% ham to don 

al Ja< he wile. Jeos walewi^ in wur^inge ^ forrote^ Jnin forrotie*, B. 
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repeatanoe, and beal j^eniselTefii by a true fthrift and by 

amends iftade. BlesMd maiden ! understand in how high 

dignity fe virtue of maidenhood holds ]?ee. But }e higher 

The deru wooid ]k)u standost, ]7e more sorely be afraid to fall from so high 

ftrom their high a dogreoi as ]^e fall is so much j^e worse, pe spitefdl devil 

has his eyes on J^ee, so high mounted up towards heaven 

j^rough maidenhoods power, which to him is ]>e most odious 

of virtues ; for trough our Ladys maidenhood, who began 

Mary the virgin, it flrst, ]^e maidou Mary, he lost }e dominion over mankind 

on ear%, and ^us also hell was robbed of itd prey, and 

heaven will be Med. She sees J?ee follow her steps; 

maiden, do as she did, who offered her maidenhood first to 

our Lord, when he chose het among all women to be his 

moj^er, and by her maidenhood redeem all mankind. Now 

}e old fiend beholde^ ^ee, and see^ )ee stand in ]ds virtue 

so high, like to her, and her Son too, as an angel in heaven 

Thederiibehoids in maidenhoods grace; and he swelled wi% rage, and 

t ee t rage. gj^^^^^Tg night and day his arrows, dipt in a venomous 

unguent, toward Jyy heart, to wound fee wi^ weakness of 

will, and make jfee to fall, as Christ forbad ^ee to do. And 

ever as ]k)u standest stronglier against him, so out of vexa^ 

tion and ragehe }q madHer warred ; for }b more odious it 

Seems to him to be overcome : ^at a %ing so feeble as fiesh 

Does not like to is, and especially ]?at of women^ shall overpass him. Every 

▼omi^*^ ^^ * will of Je flesh, and every lust of lechery J^at arisen in 

)j heart is J^e fiends jurow. But it wound^ not except 

it fasten on ]?ee, and remain so long J^at J^ou wish ]?at J^y 

will were earned into execution. "While Jy intellect 

Stands firm, and chastised ]?y will, so yet ]?y lust bear J^ee 

not to what Would be agreeable to ]ree, it harmed ]?ee not, 

nor soiled yj soul, iot intellect is her shield, under Gods 

grace. While ]?e shield is hole, y&t is, }e wisdom of fy 

wit, so J^at it break not nor bend, j^ough fy fleshly will be 

under it false; and do as it please, ]?e fiends arrows fly 

Eeason Gods awav again Upon himself. And observe for what reason : 

uiBBsenser 

' our bodys lust is ^e fiends fosterchild; out intellect is 
Gods daughter, and bo% are wi^in us; hence, fete is a 
conflict, and needs must be always, for }ey eease never 
more, while here wed well, to war one wi% o^5^. But 
'tis well wi% him, who followed wit, God's daughter, for 
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a ]«t ha arifen Jmrii birewfunge 1 hoalen hmn wi^ fo% 

fclirift 1 wi< ddadbote. Eadi itteid^ti ontWftoMd iM ha 

beh dignete ]m mihte of meidenhad halt te. Ah fe ]m 

herre ftoudeA. beo faite ofibtu^t to feQlen for fe herre degrd. 

le J^e fal is wurfe. J?e ondMe denel bihalt te fe hehe [P0I.1166.] 

iftihen toward henene J^nrh meidenhades mihte fat him if istihe, B. 

Tnihte ladefl for ^iirh ure lafdi meidenhad ]^at hit bigon >e, B. 

earfl J^e meiden marie, he forleas te lau^dom on moncun 

on eor^e. ^ wef hdle irobbed % heuene be% ifiilled. He 

fe% }e folhen hire treod^it meiden ean af heo dude }(U fey B. 

of^ede hire kncdidenhad earft to nre lan^ for hwefi yai he 

rheaft hire bknong alle i^tiimen for to beon his moder. 1; 

fmrh hire nieidenhad moncun alefeii^ nu bihalt te aide 

feo«d ^ feo^ Je in }if mihte ftowden fe hehe ilich hire. 1 

blve iune af engel in heuene in meidenhades menfke. % to 

fwolle^ of grome. *^ fchote^ niht T; dai hife earetren his, B. 

idrencte of an attri haliwei toward tin heorte to wundi J^e 

wi% 'Wao wil T; maiden to fallen af crift te forbede. And [FoI. 1160.] 

eau^ fe ]7U ibn>ngluker flondefl a^ain hiuL fe he tene ^ 

ogrome wodeluker weorreHS. for fwa mjichel }e hokerlucher muche, B. 

him ]mnche% to been ouereum^ }ai ]?iBg fe feble as fiefch 

iC ^ nomeliche of wttminon ; fchal him otl^Htiken. Each 

Hefehef wil % lufl of lecoherio }ai ariie^ ij^in herte ; if ]^e flescUich, B. 

feondes flan. Ah hit ne irunde^ jfe nawt bute hit felhii fla, B. 

oj^. '\ leaue fe longe fat tu waldeft }at ti wil were ibroht 

to trerke. Hwil ])i wit atftond % chaifte^ Ji wil. )^af ti iedstent, B. 

loft ne beore }e to )>at te lef were; ne harmed hit te 

tiawiht. ne fule^ Jd fawle for wit if hire fcheld under 

godef grace. Hwil^Je fcheld if hal }at is te wifdom of Ji 

wit. ]^at hit ne breke tie beie. J^ah jfi flefchliche wiL falf beo 

J?er under T; walde as hire luste ; Je feondef flan fleo^ awei fes, B. 

a^ain on him feluen. And loke hwarfore. yre licomes lufl [Foi. ii6<i.] 

if te feondes fofter. vre wit if godes dohter ^ ba^e beo% >e8, B. 

af inwi%. fbr J^i )^ if a Ibht. % inot been a4 nede for ne 

truke^ neau0r mare hwil 1^ here wunie% weoite haal 

bitW^neii. Ah wd if him >«t folhe^ i;rit godef dohter^ for 
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she holds wi% maidenhood ]^at is her sister. But on ]^e 

Lechery agaiiut o^er side, Yj Will, out of camal lust, holde^ wi^ lechery, 
which is ye devils ofSspring, as she is, as sin is her mo^er. 
Lechery makes war on maidenhood wi^ ^e help of ^e 
fleshly will, and warred in ]7is wise. Her flrst support is 

The lechezy of sight ; if ]^ou gazost often intently upon any man, lechery 
anon prepares herself to make war on ^j virginity, and 

Of conversation, flrst peers upon it face to face. Speech is her second help. 
If afterwards ye talk toge^er in an idle way, and speak of 
unprofitable matters, lechery sai^, '^Shew me ^e grace of ^j 
maidenhood,'' and draws it towards mischief^ and J^reat^is 
to do it shame and harm afterwards. And she keeps her 

Of kissea. promise, for soon ^e kiss corned, J^at is her %ird support ; 

yen lechery, to shame and to disgrace, spits in maiden- 
hoods face, pe four% support towards ruining maiden- 

of romping. hood is improper handling. Guard her, yen. For if ye yen 
put hands in any place improperly, yen lechery smite^ on 

Then is virginity be virtue of maidenhood, and wounded it sore : at last it 

lost 

give^ Jat dreary deed, J>at dint of dea^. Wellaway! for 

J^at rueful work, l^ever do% maidenhood come aUve again 

after ]?at wound. Whosoever y&t should yen see how ye 

The angels dis-»angel8 are fluttered! who see beir sister so sorrowfully 

torhedatoedeyila . 

dance. fallen, and how ye devils hop and laugh aloud, and beat 

J7eir hands toge^er, stony were his heart if it melted not 
in tears. Ware J^ee, seely maiden. It is said J^at oppor- 
tunity makes ye %ief. Flee from and carefully avoid aU 
]dngs of which J^is irremediable loss may arise ; J^at is, first 

Avoid opporta- of all, ye place and ye time, J^at might induce J^ee to do 

^' amiss. Against o^er immoralities men may fight standing. 

But against lechery, yon must turn ye back, if yon wilt 

Flee. overcome, and fight by retreating. And in tru% if yon 

Jnnkest and lookest up towards ye great reward ]?at 
awaited maidenhood, J^ou wilt pass Hghtly by, and blij^dly 
endure ye damage yat yon sufierest as regards yj fleshly 
will, and camal lust, which yon restrainest here, and in a 
while wilt leave, for bliss J^at come% yeretrom, ydyont any 
ending. And what is ]?e bliss ? Lo,Ood himself sai^Jrrough 
ye profet, '' J7ey }^at have cast off from yem ye lusts of ye 
flesh and keep my sabba%," }^at is to say, keep yem resting 
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ha halt wi% meidenhad ]^at if hire fufler. Ah yi wil on 

o^er half of ^at licomliche lull halt wi^ leccherie. pat if 

]7e deouelef flreon af heo if. T; funne hire moder. Leccherie 

meidenhad wi^ help of fleschliche wil; weorre^ o Jif 

wife. Hire forme folfl if fih^e. ^if yu bihaldef ofte fiike- stikelange, B. 

linde on eni mon ; leccherie ananriht grei^e^ hire wi^ ]^at 

to weorrew o)7i meidenhad. % feche^ earft upon hire nebbe 

to nebbe. Speche if hire o^er help. Jif je J^raftdr }>enne 

^ken tooedere foUiche. % talked of unnet. leccherie fer6 

fcho me ]?e menfke of yi meidenhad. % tuke% hire al to [Foi. 1170.] 

wundre % J^reat to don hire fchome. T; barmen jfrafter, % 

hald hire foreward. for fone fe cos cume^ for^ ^at if hire 

J^ridde fiilft; Jewne ^it leccherie to fchome ^ to bifin^re 

meidenhad oje nebbe. ye feor^e folil to merre meidenhad 

yat if unhende felunge. wite hire Refine, for jif je J^enne 

hondlen ow in ani flude untoheHche. }^enne fmit leccherie hondU'S, B. 

oJe mihte of meidenhad % wunde^ hire fare, ^at dreori 

dede on ende ^ue^ ^at dea^es dunt. Weila )7at reow^e. 

ne acwike^ neau^ meidenhad after yat wunde. Hwa }at Wei >e, B. 

fehe J^enne hu ye engles beo^ ifweamed ^at feo^ hare fe, B. 

fufl^ fwa forhfulliche afallet. And te deoueles hoppen ^ 

kenchinde beaten hondes to oederes ; Hani were his heorte 

^if ha ne mealte iteares. Wite ye feli meiden. Man fei% [Foi. U7».] 

yat eife make^ J^eof . fleh alle thiwgef % forbuh ^eome yat . * 

ttM unboteHche lure of mahe arifen. yat if on aire earil ye 

fbide ^ te time yet mahten bringe ye on mif for to donne. 

Wr6 o^re un}>eawef men mai ftondinde fehten. Ah ajain 

leccherie Ju moft tt«me ye rug jif yu wult ou^cumen % 

wi^ fluht fehte». And fo^ef jif yu yenehef^ bihaldefl on fenohest, B. 

heh to ward te muchele mede yat meidenhad abided ; yu 

wult lete lehtliche. T; abeore bli^eliche ye derf yat tu 

drehefl onont ti flefchliche wil T; ti licomef lull yat tu 

forberef her. T; ane hwile leauell for bliffe yat cume^ yro£ 

wi^uten ani ende. And hwuch is te bHfle ; low godd fe, B. 

himfelf fei^ yuih ye prophete. Jeo yat habbi^ fram ham j>e, B. 

icoruen flefchef lulles T; halde^ mine fabaz yat if halden forcoruen, B. 

2 
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from fleshly work and hold to my coyenant, "I promise 
Isaiah ivL 5. J^em," he sai^, "to give }?em in my kingdom a place and a 

name better y&a of sons and of daughters." Who could 
Dwells on the wish for more ? "Who can }?ink of he weal, }?e joy and }^ 

text, interpreting i t • -i /» 

it of the after bliss, )?e exalted nature of ye reward, which pese same few 
words comprehend ? "I will," he sai^, " give ^em a place 
and a name better y&n of sons and of daughters." Such 
is his promise, and it is as }^ough it were promised ]?em to 
sing wiHS angels, whose fellows J^ey are, by ]?eir heavenly 
mode of life, jfongh. as yet here Jey dwell in ^e flesh on 
ear%. To sing )?at sweet song and ]?at heavenly music, 

Tumsit to maid- especially merry, which no saints may sing, but maidens 

ens* 

only, in heaven : and to foUow God Almighty, full of every 

Kev. xiT. 9. good, whi^crsoever he turned, as Je o^ers must not, }?ough 

yej all be his sons and his daughters. Kor do any of ye 

o^ers wear crowns, nor can J>eir beauty, nor can )>eir vest- 

An innght into mcuts Compare to ]?eirs, be maidens, so immeasurably bright 

heaven * * * • 

J^ey be, and sheen to look on. And what shall be J^eir 

song, }>eirs alone, and J^eir progress after God, whi^erso- 

ever he turned ? and )>eir condition so fair beyond all 

What song in o^ers ? Understand and take heed. All beir song in 

T\oa vgrn ^rpnffl of 

' heaven is to }?ank God for his grace and goodness, pe 
wedded ]?ank him J«t when Jey would have fallen at once 
utterly downwards, }?ey fell not utterly (so) down, for wed- 
lock preserved yem, y^t same law which God ha% established 
for ye unstrong. For well our Lord knew ]>at all could 
not maintain )?emselves in ye height of ye grace of maiden- 
hood : but he said when he spake }>ereof, " Not all," quo^ 

Matt.adx. 12. he, "receive J^is word. "Whosover can receive it, let him 
receive it, I counsel him," quo^ he. What God commands 

Distinction he- is one ting, what he counsels is ano^er. What Hngs he 

tween duties ot ^ '^^ . ■ 

ohiigation and commands tcm a man must needs keep, if he will be saved, 

that which is , • . . . 

more expedient, and pey are common alike to all men alive : his counsels are 
of high matters, and are to his dearest friends, which are 
vile in yiB world and hard to fulfil, J^ough light to aU who 
have a due love towards him and a true iax6. But who- 
soever keepe^ yeae counsels, earned a measure of heavenly 
reward filled oveifuU and running over. Such is ye counsel 
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ham irede from J^t flefohliche were. ^ halden me foreward ; [Foi. 1170.] 

Jch behate ham he fei^ imi kinenche to jiuen ham fhide ' 

T; betere nome J^en funen % dohtren. fiwa mihte wilni - 

mare ; EtmuchMf qui feraau^t fabbata mea &c. Hwa mei 

J^ence J^e weole. ^e winne % te blifle Je hehfcipe of Je 

mode ]^at tif like lut wordef bicluppen abuten Jchulle he becluppe'S, B. 

fei% feonen ham flude 1; nome betere ]^n fim^n 1; dohtren. 

polli biheafte 'H hit if ilich }at }at ham if bihaten to 

iingen wi% englef hwaf felahef ha beo% ^urh Made of 

heuene. ]^at jet J^er he wune^ flefchliche on eor^e to finge fe, B. 

fat fwote fong ^ ]^at englene dream nt nume mnrie "j^at 

nane halwes ne mahe» bnte meidenef ane fingen in heuene. ^ 3 ^^ 

^ folhen godd almihti euch godes fol hwider fe he eau^ 

wended af ]^e o^re ne mahen nawt J^ah' ha boon alle hife hisi B. 

funnen ^ alle hife dehtren. Ke nan of ]^e o^ref crunen ne 

hare wlite. ne hare weden ne mahen euenen to hare fe unimete C^oL iiid,} 

brihte ha beo% ^ fchene to bifeon on. And hwat bi% hare 

anef fo»g. ^ after godd hare anef gong, hwider fe he eauer jong, B. 

twme^ ? and hare fare fo feire beforen alle o^re ? Ynder- 

ftwtd % nim jeme. Al hare fo«g in heuene if for to Jonki ?®^^ ^' 

godd of hif grace T; of hif goddede. pe iweddede Jonken 

him fat ha lanhure hwen ha alles walden fallen dimeward ; 

ne fellen nawt wi% alle adun for wedlac ham ikepte fat J^e, B. 

like lahe ]^at godd haue^ iflald for ]?e unflronge. for wel >e, B. 

wifle ure lau^rd }ai alle ne mihten nawt halden i)e hehe 

of meidenhadef mihte. ah feide }h he ipec )?rof Kon omn^ 

capiunt hoo u^bum Ne undemeome^ nawt qud^ he )?if underuo«, B. 

ilke word alle. Q/ui poteH cap^re capiat. Hwafe hit me 

imdemeomen ; imd^meome ich reade q^ he. O^er if ]^af 

godd hat ; 1; o^er if tat he reades. J7a ilke J^inges fat he reat, B. 

hat ; feo mot mon nede halden fat wile been iburhen. ^ [FoL iisa.] 

J^eo beon to alle men oliue iliche meane. hif readef beo% of imeane, B. 

hah ]?ing. % to hife leouefl Mend ]?e lut i^is worlde. ^ 

derue beo% to fuUen ^ lihte ]?ah hwafe haue^ riht luue to 

him % treowe bileaue. Ah hwafe halt fa ; he earned him 

ou#rfollet ful ^ ouereominde met of heuenliche mode. 
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Haideniiood not of maidenhood, which God commanded not, but counsels. 

a ^^TOo^enda- WhosoevcF will be One of Ife troop of his dearest friends, 
and as it were his darling, let him do his counsel and earn 
himself crown upon crown. So Saint Paul give^ counsel 

1 Cot. tU. 26. to maidens to be as he was,. and sai^ )>at it is well for J^em 
who so can keep J^emselves : nor does he order it any o^er- 
, wise. For always as aught is more precious, it is harder 
to preserve. And if it were commanded and yet not ob- 
served, Je breach would be deadly sin. Hence was wed- 

torSe^weaT^^ lock legalised in holy church ^ a bed for J7e sick, to sustain 
Je unstrong, so J^at no}>ing can stand in J^e "Egh hill so 

Wediocskiessgpi- near to heaven as be virtue of maidenhood. l?is, ben, is be 

ritual than maid- ^ i />> j 

enhood* song of )7em who are in Je law of wedlock, to Jank Grod 

and glorify him, for Jat he at once prepared Jem, when 
Jey fell short of maidenhoods elevation, to alight in such a 
place Jat Jey were not hurt, Jough Jey were brought lower, 
and Jat whatsoever in Jat got hurt Jey should heal wi^ 
almsdeeds. pis, Jen, Je wedded sing, Jat Jrough Gods 

Song of praise by goodness and mercy of his grace, Jough Jey have driven 
downwards, Jey halt in wedlock and softly alight in Je bed 
of its law, for whosoever failed out of the grace of maiden- 
hood so Jat Je curtained bed of wedlock hold Jem not, drive 
down to Je ear^ so terribly Jat Jey are' dashed limb from 

Fomicaton, limb : bo% joint and muscle, peso shall never sing a song 
in heaven, but shall sing Je song of Je lamenter evermore 
in hell, except repentance raise Jem to life, and Jey heal Jem- 
selves wi^ true shrift and repentance, for if Jey are in Je 
circle of Je widowed, and must in Je circle of Je widowed 

Bong of tibe wi- sing before Je wedded in heaven, Jis Jen is Jeir song to 
glorify Jeir lord, and Jank him heartily Jat his power 
kept Jem chaste in purity, Jat Jey had tried Je fil^ 
of Je flesh, and Jat he had granted Jem in Jis world to 
amend Jeir sins. Sweet are Jese songs. But Je maidens 

songof themaid- soug is altoge^er unlike Jese, being common to Jem wiHS 
angels. Music beyond all music in heaven. In Jeir circle 
is God himself; and his dear mo^er, Je precious maiden, is 
hidden in Jat blessed company of gleaming maidens : nor 
may any but Jey dance and sing, for Jat is ever Jeir song, 
to Jank God and glorify him Jat he gave Jem so much 
grace fix)m himself, Jat for him Jey renounced every ear^ly 
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Swuch if meidenhadef read "j^at godd ne hat nawt ; all 
read.. Hwnch fe wile beon of J^e lut of hif leouefle freond 
% af hif deore derliwg ; don hif read % eamin hiw crane 
upo crone. Alfwa fente pawel jine^ read to meidenes. to Je meidenef 
heo» as he was. T; sei^ ^at wel if haw ]>at fwa ham mahen ' 

halden. ne hat he hit nan o^ref weis. for ean^r fe deore o>er, B. 
Jiwg. fe if derure to biwitene. And jif hit were ihate» % 
nawt ta ihalden ; j^e bruche were deadliche funne. for )7i was [Foi. uw.] 
wedlac ilahet in hali chircho af bed to iieke. to ihente )?e 
undronge. ]^at ne mahtera nawt ilonden in Jto hehe hul % fe >eiie mahen, B. 
neh heuene af meidenhades mihte. pif if tenne hare fong >eiine, B. 
}at beon ilahe of wedlac. ]70»ki godd % herien fat he 
grei>5ede ham lanhure J>a ha walden of meidenef hehfcipe. 
a fwuch ftude in to lihten fat ha nere» nawt ihurt J^ah ha 
weren ilahet. And hwat fe ha Jrin hurtew lia.m ; wi^ 
ealmes deden healden. pis finge^ J^enne iweddede. ]^af ha 
J'urh godes milce % merci of his grace }7a ha driuen dune- 
ward ; i wedlac at ftutten. ^ in fe bed of his lahe fofteliche 
lihten. for hwafe fwa failed of meidenhedef menfke ]fat 
wedlakef heueld bed nawt ham ne ihente ; fe ferHche ha heuel, B. 
driuen dun to fe eor^e fat al haw if tolimet li^ ba % lire. 
J>eos ne fchulen neau^ fong fingen in heuene ah fchulen 
weim^res leod ai mare in helle. bute jif bireowfinge areare [FoI. ji8c.] 
ham to line. Ti heale ham wi^ fo^ fchrift ^ wi^ deadbote. 
for jif ha beo^ iwidewene ring. % fchulen iwidewene ring acwiket&ima- 
bifore Je iweddede fingen in heuene }at if tenne hare fong becS^B. adds. 
A ^r^to herien hare drihtin Ti ]7onken him jeome fat hif mihte 
^ham icleanfchipe chafle aft^r fa^a. hefden ifondet flefchef 
ful^e. T; jettede haw iwif world to bete hare funnen. S wote beten, 3. 
beo^ ]7eos fongef Ah al if meidenef fong unlich J?eofe wi^ 
englef imeeme. dream ou^ al fe dreamef in heuene. Jn 
heore ring J?er if godd felf ^ hif deore moder fe deore- 
wur^e meiden fe heuenliche cwen leat i fat eadi trume of 
fchimmnde meidenef. ne moten nane bute heo hoppen ne buten, B. 
fingen. for fat if ai Iiare fong fonken godd % herien fat he & &, B., and so 
on ham fe muche gr<»ce jef of him feluen fat ha forfoken 
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mBn and k^pt ^em9elyes clean ever firom carnal defilements 
in body and in breast : and instead of a man of day took 
jfe lord of life, }^ king of }^e hig^ bHss, whence he shewed 
J'em grace bef(»« all o^ers^ as }^ bridegroom do% his wedded 
spouse. J7i8 s<mg none but J^ey may sing. All, as I before 
Maidens foUow said, foUow OUT Lord, and yet none entirely so : for in Ife 

Christ in heayen. 

ney.xiT.4. ^*ace of maidenhood and in its virtue, none may foUow 
him, nor fe blessed maiden, }>e lady of angels, and grace of 
maidens, but maidens only. And hence h >eir attire so 
bright and sheen beyond all o^ers, ^at }^y always go next 
to God whi^ersoever he turned. And }ej all are crowned 
and rewarded in heaven wi% champions crowns. But 
maidens have beyond }7at which is common to all alike, a 

Maidens aurioie. diadem shining sheener ]>an ye sun. Aureola it is called 
in ye Latin language. It is not for himian speech to tell 
of Je like of Je flowers Jat are drawn J^ereon, nor of J^e gem- 
stones }>erein. So many privileges shew fuU plainly who 
are ye maidens, and separate yem &om the o^ers wr6 so 
many graces, world wi^ottt end. Of Jese Jree sorts, 
maidenhood and widowhood, and Jirdly, wedlockhood, yon 
mayst know by J^e degrees of feir bHss, which and by how 
much it surpasses Je o^ers. Por wedlock has its fiiiit 

Maidenhood re- "birtyfold in hcaveu, widowhood sixtyfold ; maidenhood wi^ 

dredfoid. a hundredfold overpasses bo%. Consider, yen, hereby, who- 

soever from her maidenhood descended into wedlock, by 
how many degrees she fiedle^ downward. She is a hun- 
dred degrees elevated towards heaven, while she holds to 
maidenhood, as ye reward proved, and she leaped into 

Wedlock lower in wedlock bat is downward to be birtie^ over tree twenties 
and yet more by ten (604-10=70). Is not Jat a big leap 
downward at one turn ? And yet it must be endured. And 
God ha% made it low, as I before said, lest any one should 
leap : and yen at once be not what belongs to him, and 
should dive down headlong, wi^out regard, deep into hell. 
Of such as ye^e we are not to speak, for ]7ey be scratched 
out of ye book of life in heav^i. But observe more ex- 

sorrows of wed- actly, as WO before bad, what ye wedded suffer, Jat Jk)u 
mayst know J^ereby how merry )k)u mayst live, a maiden 
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for him ench eor^ch mon % helden ham deaae ai fira [Foi. um,] 
flefchliche ful^en ibodi ^ ibreofte. % i fhide of mon of lam ; 
token lines lau^d ]?e king of ^e hehe blifTe. for hwi he 
menfke^ ham fe mnchel biforen alle }?e o^re. as te bmd- 
gnme de^ hif weddede fpt^e. pif fowg ne mahen nane bnte 
heo iingen. Alle af ich feide ear folhen nre lan^d. % tah fou^^ 2. 
nawt on^ al. for ipe menike of meiden had % in hire mihte 
ne mahe mme folhen him. ne 'j^at eadi meiden englene lafdi 
% meidenef menfke. bute meidenef menfke/ bute meidenef ^ So in MS. 
ane. And for yi if hare atum fe briht % fe fchene biforen 
aUe o^re ]^at ha oa^ eau^ neft godd hwiderfe he tMrne^, 
And alle ha beo% icruned ^at blifled in heuene wi^ kem- 
pene crone. Ah ]7e meidenef habben upo }at. \at if to \eo ]>e, B. 
alle iliche imeane a gerlaundefche fchinende fchenre ]^en \q 
funne. Auriole ihaten olatinef ledene. ]?e flurf \ai beo% 
idrahe ]7ron. ne ^e ^imilanes ]7nn to tellen of hare enene ne \'Po\, ii9a.] 
if na monnef ^eche. J>w« feole pnuilegef fcheawe^ fal nis, B, 
futelliche hwucche beon \q meidnef T: fundre^ haw fram 
J^e o^re wi^ \u8 feole menfken world buten ende. Of Jeos 
Jre had meidenhad ^ widewehad T; te Jridde wedlached 
Ju maht bi ]?e degrez of hare blifle icnawen hwuch % bi 
hu muchel }^e an pafled \q o^re. for wedlac haue% hire 
£rut ]7rittifald in heuene. widewehad ; iixtL fald. Maiden- 
had wi^ hundred fald oxier eea^ ba^e. loke J^enne her bi 
hwa fe of hire maidenhad lihte^ in to wedlac ; bi hu moni 
degrez ha failed duneward. Ha is an hundred degrez 
ihehet toward heuene hwO ha meidenhad halt af ^at frut 
preoue^ T; leaped in to wedlac ^at if duneward to Je dun neo^er, B. 
Jrittu^e ouw J^rie twenti % jet ma bi tene. nif ^at at an 
chore a muche lupe duneward. T; tah hit if to Jolien. And [FoI. ii96.] 
godd haue^ ilahed hit as ich ear feide. lefte hwa fe leope. 
% tenne lahure nawt nere hwat kep to him Ti driue adun 
fwirefor^ wi^uten ikepunge deope in to helle. Of Jeos 
nis nawt to ^eken for ha beo^ ifcrepte ut of lines writ in 
heuene. ^ Ah fcheawe witerluker as ]?e ear biheten hwat 
drehen \e iweddede }(U tu icnawe J^erbi hu mnrie J^u maht 
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. in }y maidenlioody beyond what Jey live, in addition to J^e 

mir% and grace in heaven which mou% cannot name. "Now 
you art wedded and from so high estate alighted so low : 
from being in likeness of angels, from being Jesus Christs 
leman, from being a lady in heaven (fallen) into Je fil^ of 
Je flesh, into ^e manner of life of a beast. [Bona verba, 
Its thraiidom. katafryx], into ye ^ralldom of a man, anfinto ^e sorrows 
of jfe world. Yea now ! what fruit has it and for what 
purpose chiefly is it? All for }>at, or partly for ]7at. Be 
Why submit! now Well assurcd, to cool Jy lust wi^ fil^ of Ji body, to 
have delight of }j fleshly will from mans intercourse, before 
God it is a nauseous J^ing to ^ink J^ereon, and to speak 
Jereof is yet more nauseous. Consider, ^en, of what sort 
is J'at same J^ing and J^at deed to be done. All J^at foul 
nauty^* moment^ dcHght is in fil^ ended, (in a moment,) as ]70u turnest J^ine 
wy* ^ hand. But Jat loa^some beast remains and lasts on ; 

and ]7e disgust at it long after. If it be illegitimate it 
haunted {}e doers) in an inward hell; for )7at temporary 
irfSd *^h*u^^' pleasure ) ere is an endless pain except ^ej abandon it and 
bitterly atone for it on ear^ under direction of Jeir con- 
fessor, unless jfej scorn to do what Jey ^ink wrong and ill 
to hear of. For when it is such, and by far more loa^some 
]7an any well-conditioned mou^ for shame may tell of, what 
make^ it loved among beastly men, except Jeir great im- 
Compares men morality which beared ]>em as beasts to aU y&t pleases }?em, 
beasts. as )70ugh ^ej had not in Jem any wit nor power of distin- 

guishing ]>e two, good and evil, as a man ha%, nor what is 
comely and uncomely, any more J^an beasts have, wi^ Jeir 
dumb mou^s. Yea, even less )7an beasts, for ^ese do jfeir 
natural bidding wi^out wit, Jough jfej be restrained to one 
time of ]7e year. Many of J? em keep to one mate, and after 
loss of ]7at will take to no oyer. And man yat should 
have wit and do all J at he do% according to its direction, 
followers y&t fil^ at every time : and takes one after ano}7er, 
and what is worse, many toge^er. See how yis immorality 
brings J^ee to ye level, not only of witless beasts dumb and 
brokenbacked {prone), bent towards ye ear^ ; yee Jat art 
Carnality ^ intellect Created in ye image of God, and erected bo^ 

degrades. hodj and head towards heaven; because Jou shouldest 

raise J^y heart towards J^at place where J^ine heritage is ; — 
take notice how yis immorality make% yee not only an 



HALl MBIDENHAD. 26 

linen meiden i^i meidenhad on^ ^at heo libben. teke ]^ libben, B. 

mnrh^e ^ te menfke in henene. ^at mw6 ne mai nnmnmen 

Nu Jn art iwedded. Ti of fe heh fe lahe iliht. of englene 

ilicnefle. of ih'n mftef leofinon. of leafdi in henene ; in to 

flefchef fiil^e. in to beaftef Made, in to monnef )7eowdoni 

T; in to worldes weane. }ei nn hwat frat T; for hwnch Jing 

meafl hit is. al for ]^i. o^er ane deale yei fore, beo nu fo% 

cnawef. for to kole Ji lull wi^ ful^e of Ja licome. for to [FoI. uso.] 

habbe delit of jfi flefchliche wil of monnef imeane. for gode 

hit if wlatefol ying for te J?enke Jron T for to Ipeke J^erof ; jet 

wlatefolre. loke yenne hw[u]ch beo ]fat felue jfing. ^ Jat dede 

to donne. Al Jat fule delit if wi^ ful^e aleid af tn tt^meil 

fin hond. Ah ^at la^liche beaft leaned It lafl for^. And te 

of ]mnchinge J?rof longe J^er after. Ant te unseli horlinges T. has here an 

nnlaheliche hit haunted in inwarde helle for "pat hwilende ®'®*"^^' 

lull endelef pine bute pf ha hit leanen T; hit on eor^e 

under fchrift bitterliche beten. forhohe for to don hit pat te 

)?unche^ uuel of % eil for ta heren. for hwen hit if ]7ullich 

^ muche dale la^luker Jen eni welitphe mu^ for fchome 

mahe feggen. hwat make^ hit iluued bituhhe beafUiche 

men bute h^re muchele un}>eaw "j^at bere^ af beaftef to al 

"pat ham lufte% as tah ha nefden wit in ham ne tweire [FoI. iiM.] 

fchead as mon haue% ba of god T; of uuel. of cumelich % of 

uncumelich na mare )7en beaftes 'j^at dumbe neb habbe^. 

Ah leafle J?en beaftes jet. for Jeos do^ hare cunde wi^ute bute, B. 

wit }7ah ha beon in a time of pe jer. Moni halt him til an 

make, ne nule after 'j^at lure neauer nimen o^er. And mon 

yat fchulde haue wit Ti do al pat he dude after hire wiflinge. J^(^'«e B 

folhe^ yat ful^e in eautfr euch time. ^ nime^ an aft^r an, 

% monie pat if wurfe ; monie to eederef. loke hu J^if un- 

f eaw ne euene^ J»e nawt ane to witlefe beaftes dumbe 'H 

broke rugget ibuhe toward te eor^e. Je pat art iwit iwraht 

to godef nicnefle. Ti iriht ba bodi up T; heaued toward 

henene. for Ji pat tu fchuldeft J^in herte heouen J^iderward 

as tin heritage if. ^ eor^e forhohien. Nim jeme hu Jif fin, B. 

un]?eaw ne make% }e nawt ane euening ne ilich him ah [Foi. laoa.] 
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The animal na- equfil and like to }em, beasts, but do% much more odiously, 
' and what is more to be guarded a^inst, ^ee, J^at missfaapest 
J^yself, wilfully and purposely, into )?eir nature; Jat for- 
feitest so high a destiny, ]?e virtue and fitness of maiden- 
hoods grace, for so foul a fil^ as was above exposed. Who- 

Carnai pleasures soevcr, from being an angel, alighted to become lower ban 

make one **lower _ lOT % t 

than a beast." a beast, for recompense so loa^some, see how J^ey speed. 
Nay, }?ou wilt say, as for ]7at fil^, it is nought, but a mans 

She argnes for vigour is worH$ much, and I need his help for maintenance 

a m^.**^ ^ and food ; of a womans and mans commerce worldly weal 
arises, and a progeny of fair children }^at must give joy to 
Jreir parents. Kow J^us hast ]?ou said, and Pinkest J^at ]^ou 
sayest soo%. But I will shew ]^at ]^is is all made smoo^ 

^nTfiSSiaM^ wi]? falsehood. But first of aU, now, whatsoever weal or 
win come out of it, it is all too dear bought, for which \o\jl 
soilest ]7yself and surrenderest J^ine own dear body to be so 
given up to ill usage, and dealt yn^ so shamefully, wi}' so 
irrecoverable a loss as ]7e grace of maidenhood is; and 
made prolific also for worldly profit. Wo wor^ J^at barter, 
to give away for any temporary weal maidenhood, which is 

far? ^iw'^*^*^ queen of heaven, since as of ]7is loss J^ere is no recovery, so 
every value is valueless in comparison of it. J?ou sayest 
}?at a wife ha^ much comfort of her husband, when ]7ey are 
well consorted, and each is well content wi]? J^e o]«r. Yea. 

weSlodideSed. ^^^ ^ rarely seen on earHS. Be it, however, so : wherein 
is J^eir comfort and delight for J^e most part but in ]?e fil^ 
of J^e flesh or worldly vanity, which turns all to sorrow 
and care in J^e end. Not only in }>e end, but ever and 

MMTiedfoikhave anon ; for many ]?ings shall anger and vex }>em, and make 
J^em careful and sorry, and sigh for each o]7ers ills. Many 
J^ings shall separate and divide }^em which annoy loving 
persons : and Je dint of dea^ at )?e end sever one from ]7e 
o)7er. So it cannot but be Jat J^at vigour must end in 
misery, and )7e greater was J^eir satisfaction toge^er J^e sorer 
is J^e sorrow at parting. Wherefore woe is j^em, since, as 

ewtwy^joyg?' ®^ Aufitin sai^, as to what is tied wi}^ excess of affection 
to any ear^ly object, the delight is bought for ever wi^ a 
double dole of bitterness, and a false joy wi]^ many a sore 
pain. But well is she ]7at love% God : for she can never 
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de% muchel etiluker ^ mare to witen ]^ai forfchuppef te >e, B. 

lelf willef '\ waldef in to hare cimde. }at leoie^ ]?enne fe ^e, B. 

heh ying ]?e mihte ^ te biheotie of meidenhadef menfke for 

fe fdl M^e as if ifcheawet J^nippe. Hwafe of engel lihte^ 

to iwur^en lahere 'pen a bead, for fe la^li chafifere ; loke 

hu ha ipede. ITai ]^u wult feggen for pat ful^e nif hit 

nawt. Ah monnef elne if muche wur%. % me beheoue^ 

hif help to fluttunge Ti to fode. Of wif ^ weref oederinge 

weorldef wele awakened % ftceon of feire children ]^at 

gladien muchel be ealdren. Wu bu haueft ifeid tus 'I glea^e'iJ, B. 

hauest iseidy B« 
Jrunched }at tu feggef fo^» Ah Johulle fcheawen hit alwi% 

fedschipe ifme^et. Ah <»i aire earft nu hwat weole o\Ser B. omits nu. 

hwat wmme £e J^er eau^ of cume ; to deore hit beo% aboht. 

}at ta ]^efelf fxdeA fore. *\ ^euefl )rin ahne dere bodi to iFoi. 1206]. 

tukew fwa to wundre. 1 fSare.wi^ fe fchomliche wi« fwuch ^^^[J;. ^' 

tmcou^lieh lure af meidenhadef mewike if. % temede ba^e 

for worldliche bi^eate. wa wnr^e j^at chaffere for eni 

hwilende weole fuUen meidenhad awei }at cwen if of >e, B. 

heuene for al fwa as of J^if lure nis nan aoou^nnge; al 

fwa if euch wxirS unwur% her toward, ^a feifl ]^t muche 

«09ifort haue% wif of hire were ]^ beo% wel ioedered ^ >e, B. 

ei%er if allef w&£ paied of o^r. ^en. Ah hit if felt iene ipaiet, B. 

on eor^e. Beo nu ]7ah fwuch. hare confort ^ hare delit 

hwerin if hit al meaft bute iflefchef ful^e o^er i» weorldef buten, B. 

uanite ]^at wur^e^ al to forhe Ti to care on ende. nawt ane )>e, B. sar, B. 

on ende; ah eau^ umbehwile. for moni ping fchal ham 

wra^^en % gremen % makie to carien ^ for hare o^ref 

uuel forhen % fiken. Moni ]?i»g ham fchal twinnen ^ [Foi. 120c.] 

tweinen "j^at la^ef leouie men. % dea^ef dunt on ende ei^er la'Sis, B. 

firam o^er. Swa fat ne be% hit nauef weie "j^at tat elne 

ne fchal ende;» in earm^e. 1; eau^ fe hare mur^e wef maie 

toaederef ; fe ye forhe if farre at te twinninge. wa if him 

forj^i as feint Auflin fei% pat if wi% to muche luue to eni 

eor^liche JTing iteiet. for eau^ be^ pat fwete aboht wi^ 

twa dale of bittre. ^ a falf wunne wv6 moni far tene. Ah eoiS, B. 

wel hire pat luue% godd. for him ne mai ha nanes weis 
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lose bim any wise, except she play false to him and quit 
his love. But she will find him. ever sweeter and more 
savoury from age to age, for ever and ever, 
oppooes himself Thou spakest above of a mans help towards subsistence 

to the prudential 

ar^rument. and food. See now ! little needst ]70U care about j^me own 

living, a meek maiden as you art and his dear leman who 
is lord of all J^ings, nor doubt but he is easily able and 
gladly will find J^ee abundantly all }>at Jou hast need of. 
And )70ugh ]70u hadst want, or sufferedst any distress for 

Christ tries his his precious love, as ober women do for a mans, for W wel- 

» spooses love. ^ , ' ' . 

fare he permits it to try whe^er )?ou be true, and he is 
, preparing )?y reward, many times greater, in heaven. Under 
a man's protection ]70u shalt be sore vexed for his and ]^e 
worlds love, which are bo^ deceptive, and must lie awake 
in many a care not only for J^yself as Gods spouse must, 
but for many o]7ers, and often as well for Je detested as J?e 
. womes of house- ^eax; and be more worried }>an any drudge in ^e house, or 

any hired hind, and take }iae own share often wip misery, 
and bitterly purchase it. Little do blessed spouses of God 
know of yee here, )7at in so sweet ease wijout such trouble 
Spouses of Christ in Bpiritual grace and in rest of heart love ^e true love, and 
•pirituia ease, in his only service lead )7eir life. Tis well enough wi} 
J^em here and far different elsewhere. All Je worlds weal 
is rife enough for )7em. pey have of it all J^at ^ej much 
desire. Whatsoever God sees will be of advemtage to ]?em. 
Nor may any worldly mishap bereave J^em of J^eir weal, for 
J?ey are rich and weal^y wij^in in ye heart. AU ^e deli- 
cacy and all ^e ease is on ear^ as ^e oj^er ]?ings of ear^, 
godless and impaired (have J^eir possessors never so much 
of ]70se external worldly advantages), for fej are always 
alarmed about losing }7em, and yet itch after much more : 
Wealth is hard l?ey gain it wi^ grief, hey watch over it wi^ fear, hey quit 
• causes ixiety. it wi^ sorrow. fey toil to acquire it, J^ey acquire to lose 

it, Jey lose it to sorrow over it. pus it is ]?e worlds 
wheel ]7at whirled }>em about, pieves steal it Irom )>em. 
Rievers rob it from J^em. J7eir superior lords punish and 
enrage )7em. pe mo^ fretted J?e clo]7es, and plague slaye^ 
ye cattle, and ^ough none of J^ese J^ings make weal to 
perish, whenever yere is much, J^e more J^ere is, J^e more 
is yat which wasted it. And I know not why men say 
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bute p£ ha Hke him ^ his luue leaue ; neauer mare leofen. 

Ah fchal ifinden Mm a fwettere ^ faaumre fram worlde in & &, B. 

to worlde a on ecnefTe. 

J?u fpeke }?ruppe of monef help to fluttunge % to fode. 

"Weila lutel ]7arf Je carien for Jin anes linene^ a meke "Wala, B. 

meiden af tn art ^ his deore leofmon jfat is aire j'inge 

lau^. ^at he ne mahe lihtliche. % \at he nule gladluche je, B. 

ifinde ]^e largeliche al ^at te biheoue^. And tah }7U wone 

hefdefi: o^er drehdefi: ani derf for his deorewnr^e lune af )>e [FoI. i20d.] 

o^re do^ for monnes. to goderheale Jdn he hit Jole^ to 

fonde Je hwe^er J^u beo treowe. ^ grei^e^ yi mede moni- 

fsdd in henene. Ynder monnef help ]?a fchalt fare been 

idemed for his T; for ^q worldes luue "^^at beo^ ba^e fejB. ba,B. 

fwikele. Ti wakien imoni care, nawt ane for J^e felf as J^arf 

god^ sp««e. ah fchalt for monie o^re. afe "wel for \q la^e 

ofte af for )7e leue ^ mare been idrecchet )7en eni driuel i)7e 

htM o^er eni ihured hine T; tin anef dale bruken offce wi^ 

bale. T; bitterliche abuggen. litel witen her of J^e felie godes 

ipufes Yat ife fwote eife wi^ute fwuch trubuil. in gaftelich fe, B. 

efte Ti ibreofte refle luuie^ Je fo^e luue. Ti in his anef feruife 

hare lif leaded Jnoh "wel ham if her. T unilich elleshwer. Ah, B. 

AUe worldes wele ham is inch riue. Al ha habbe^ J^erof 

')^at ha wel wilne^. Al yat eau^r godd ifeo^ ^at ham 

wule framien. Ne mei na worldlich unhap bireauen ham 

hare weole. for ha beo^ riche Ti weolefule iwi^ ije herte. [FoI. i2ia.] 

Al \q efte Ti al Je eife if her af ^e o^re beo^ godlefe Ti 

ignahene. nabben ha neu^ fe muchel wi^uten ij^e worlde ; 

for ^at ha been eau^ feard for to lofen % jifoe^ Jah after ^2**' ?*« 

muchele. deale mare wi^ earm^e biwinne^ hit wi^ fearlac 

biwite^ hit. forleofen hit wi^ Ibrhe. Swinken to bi^eotene. forleose'S, B. 

Bijeten for to leofen leofen for to forhen. Ipua tif worldef bijeotets'B. 

hweol warped haw abuten. "beoues hit ftelen ham. Eeaueref l®flf«5» j?« 

^ stele's, B. 

hit robbed. Hare ou^herren witi^ ham Ti wra^^e^. 
Moh^e fret te cla^ef. T; cwalm lla^ '}pat ahte. % tah nan of 
Jeos ne makien to forwur^en weole. )?er af muchil is eau^r 
fe )>er mare is; fe ma beo% \at hit wafle^. % nat ich 
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J^at f&y rule it at all^ who, will )?ey nill fey^ guard it 

ri b^*? "*ttf *" ''^^ many o)?ers, not merely for Jeir Mends, but for Jeir 
and only takes a ^orougli foes, and who Can IiaYe no more of it. l^ough bey 

small •hare to, •j.i.i.t-' -l i *,•• 

hioLseif. nave sworn it, but peir own snare only, pis is now 

stated because of wbat J^ou saidst above, }at of J^e union 
of man and wife would arise riches and worldly weal : fat 
f ou understand how little it profite'S J^em even here, in 
]?is world, besides J^at it robs ^m of ^ high kingdom of 
heaven, unless amidst }eit weal% }?ey be poor wi% holi- 
ness of heart, pus, woman, if }ovl hast a husband to J^ 
mind and enjoyment, also, of worldly weal, must needs 
snppose thyself happen to J^e. And what if it happen, as J^e wont is, J?at 
J?ou have neif er J^y will wi^ him, nor weal eij^er, and 
must groan wi^out goods wi^in waste walls, and in want 
^ of bread must breed }j row of bairns; and still forj^er, 
A husband not viro qu6m summo odLo habes, succumbere, who, }K>ugh 
e^joymraS of ]^ou hadst all weal%, will turn it to sorrow ; for, sup- 
^ ^' pose now, }at power and plenty were rife wi% ]?ee, and 

fj wide walls were proud and well supplied, and sup- 
pose ]you hadst many under ]?ee, herdsmen in hall, and ]?y 
husband were wra^ wi^ Jee, and should become hateful, 
so ]?at each of you two shall be exasperated against 
fe o^er, what worldly good can be acceptable to J?ee? 
When he is out, ]?ou shalt have against his return sorrow, 
Husband and care, and dread. While he is at home, >y wide waUs 

wife on ill terms , i» t v i i.- i. t_ i. 

described. Seem too uarrow for fee; ms lookmg on pee makes pee. 

aghast ; bis loa^some voice and his rude grumbling fill }?ee 
wi% horror. He chide^ and jawe% ]?ee, and he insults 
]?ee shamefully ; he make% mock at J^ee, as a lecher wi% 
his hore; he heated J^ee and mawle% J^ee as his bought 
%rall and patrimonial slave, pj bones ake, and J^y flesh 
smarted, fy heart wi^in J^ee swelled of sore rage, and ^y 

Ooncnbitnsno ffusc extomally bume% wi% vexation. Qualis denique 

® * ^' erit conventus vester in lectulo ? Uli autem, qui summo 
amore inter se dUigunt, ssepe in hac re se abstinent, quod 
tamen mane surgentes dissimulant ; atque non rare multi, 
homines nauci, nunquam invicem inter se amant, tam 
acerbe alter alteram vexat, et alterum altera. Ilia autem 

Schemata. nolens, quod vult vir, tolerabit, idque ssepius multa 
repugnans. Eius onmes impuritates atque ludos indecoros, 
quantumvis cum spurcitia excogitatos, in lectulo nempe, 
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nean^r hwi mon feV6 }at heo hit al welded }at wnJlen me, B. 

ha nulled ha Ti biwite^ hit to fe monie o^re. nawt ane to biwmnef8, B. 

hare freond; ah to hare fulle fan. ne habben ne mahen 

Jrof ]7ah ha hit hefden fwom bute hare anes dale, pis is [Foi. 1216.] 

nu for)7i ifeid 'pat tu feidef ]7ruppe. ]^at ter walde wakenen seidest, B. 

of wif T; weref fomniwge richefce T; worlde#weole. 'pat tu 

underfloiide hu Intel hit £rame% ham jet her ij^is worlde 

« 

teke pat hit reaue^ ham J^e hehe riche of henene bute ha 
pouxe beo» pnii wi'S halineiTe of heorte. pus wummof» f er in, B. 
jif Jm hauefl were after pi wil Ti wunne ba of weorldef 
weole. pe fchal nede itiden. And hwat jif ha beo^ pe 
wone pat tu habbe ]7i wil wi^ him. ne weole now^er. % 
fchalt greni godles inwi^ wafte wahes. ^ in breades wone gremn, B. 
brede ti bamteam. ^ teke ]?is liggen under la^efl mon. J^at bredes, T. 
tah pVL haMeft alle weole : went him te to weane. for beo he went hit, B. 
hit nu pat te beo richedom riue. ^ tine wide wahes wlonke 
T welefuUe. ^ habbe monie under pe hirdmen in halle T; ti [Foi. i2ic.] 
were beo pe wra^ T; iwur^e pe la^ fwa pat inker ei^er 
heafci wi^ o^er. hwat worldlich weole mei beo pe wunne ; 
Hwen he beo% ute ; hauefl ajain his ham cume far care % 
eie. Hwil he bi^ at hame ; alle J?ine wide wahef ]7U»che^ 
pe to narewe. His lokinge on pe agaili^ pe. His la^liche 
nur^ Ti hif untohe here make^ pe to agrifen. Chit te Ti mirh«, T. 
cheope^ pe T fchent te fchomeliche tuke^ pe to bifinere as 
huler his hore. Beate^ pe Ti bufle^ pe af hif ibohte J?rel 
T; hif e^ell J^eowe Jine banef ake^ pe. T: Ji flefch finerte^ 
J^in heorte in wi^ pe fwelle^ of far grome. Ti ti neb ute 
wi^ tendre^ ut of tene. Hwuch fchal beo pe fomnuuge 
bituhhen ow ibedde ? Me ]?eo pat beft luuie^ hai» tebeore^ >e, B. 
ofbe Jnrin J^ah ha J^erof na femblaund ne makien inne mar- 
hen. Ti offce moni nohtuwge ne luuien ha ham neau^r fwa 
bitterliche bi haw felf teone^ ei^er o^er. Ha fchal his Heo, B. 
wil muchel hire unwil drehen ne luue ha hiw neau^ fwa [Foi. i2irf.] 
wel wi^ muche weane offce. Alle hife fulitohefchipef % 
hife unhende gomenes. ne been ha neau^r fwa wi% ful^e 
bifunden nomeliche ibedde. ha fchal wulle ha nuUe ha 
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nolens volens pcirferet. May Christ shield every maiden 

A filthy subject, from inquiring or wishing to know what J^ese be ; for )?ey 

J^at try J?em most, find ]7em most odious, and hate what j^ey 

haunt, and call )?ose happy who know not what all 'j^is 

means. But whosoever lie^ in fcul-^ols, deep sunken, 

]?ough he be conscious he is badly^off, never shall recover 

himself when%e would. Look around^ seely maiden, if 

No escape from ^e knot of wedlock be once knotted, let ]7e man be a 

hus^d.^^^^^^ dump or a cripple, be he whatever he may be, }oxl must 

keep to him. If jfou art fair, and wi^ fair cheer fairly 

salutest all, in no wise shalt ]70U protect J^yself against 

depreciation and evil blame. If ]70u art of no great 

esteem and iUtempered, J^ou mayest bo^ to o^ers and to 

fj husband become of stiU less esteem. If )70U become of 

Then hatred is so small esteem to him and he of as little to J^ee, or if ]?ou 

nSn^resort ^to love him much and he regards ]7ee little, it will grieve J?ee 

poison, g^ stxongly J?at, quick enough, J70U wilt, as many cursed 

women have done, make poison, and give him a dose of 

dea% in place of remedy. Or whosoever will not act so, 

or to witches, may deal wi^ witches, and to draw his love towards her, 

will forsake Christ and Christianity, and J^e true fai^. 

Now what bliss can )?is woman enjoy, who love^ her 

husband well, and ha^ his detestation, or who conquers 

his love in such a manner as J^at ? "When should I have 

told of all J?e ill ]7at springe^ up between ]7em J^at are )7us 

A harren woman associated ? If she cannot breed, she is called gelt. Her 

^ ^ ^ ' lord love^ her less and respects her less, and she as one 

J^at is very bad, weepe^ at her fate, and called ]7em glad 

and happy J^at breed a family. But now suppose it all 

happen J^at she have her wish of oflfepring, as she pleases, 

and )7en let us see what amount of joy arises ]7erefrom. 

Objections to In concipiendo caro eius sordibus istis inquinatur, as was 

family?^ ^ before shewn. In the gestation is heaviness and hard pain 

every hour ; in J^e actual bir^ is of all pangs )?e strongest, 

and occasionally dea% ; in ^e nourishing J^e child, many a 

miserable moment. As soon as it appears in ]7is life, it 

The trouble the bringe^ wi^ it more care J^an joy, namely, to its mo^er ; 

for if it is a misshapen bir^, as often happens, and if it 

Of a misshapen wauts any of its limbs, or if somewhat be amiss, it is a 

^ * sorrow to her, and a shame to all its kindred, a reproach in 

an evil mou%, a talk among aU men. If it is wellshapen 
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^olien bain alle. Crifl fchilde eucb meiien to freinen o^er 

to wihien for to wite hwucche ho beon. for ]?ea yat fonde^ >e, B. 

ham meaft ; ifinde^ ham forcudefl. ^ clepe% h&m felie iwif 

J?e nuten nearwr hwat hit is T; hatie^ }at ha hdunte^. Ah t , n 

hwafe li^ ileinew deope bifunken J^ab him J^unche uuel Jrin ileifen, B. ''''• i ^'z ^ 

he ne fchal nawt up acou^en hwe» he walde. Bifib ]?e *^ * ^w -/e#^ ^ 

feli meiden beo ]?e cnot icnute anef of wedlac beo he cangon cnotte, B. J^-^/^w^.-^^^**. 

o^er crupel beo he hwuch fe he eaiwr beo ; ]?u moft to biw /. ^1^. '^' ^* 

halde». jif )7U art feir Ti wi^ glad chere bidepeft alle feire ; ojg^j*^*^ 

ne fchalta onane wife wite Je wi^ imwor^ ne wi^ uuel 

blame. }if )?u art unwur^lich \ wra'Seliche ilatet. J^u 

maht ba to o'Sre T: to J^i were iwur^en ]?e unwur^ere. Jif [FoI. 122a.] 

Jm iwur^eft hiw unwur^. Ti he afe unwur^ ]?e. o^er jif 

Ju him muche luueft ^ he let lutel to J?e hit gr^ue^ J^e fe 

fwi^e \at tu wilt iaoh ra^e as monie awariede do% makien 

puifun % jeouew bale ibote fbide. O^er hwa fe fwa nule 

don ; medi wi% wicchen % foriaken for to drahen his luue 

toward hire ; crift T; hire cnftendom % rihte bileaue. Nu 

hwat blifle mei J^eos brukew \at luue^ hire were wel t j>e, B. 

habbes his la^^e o^er cuncweari his luue ojnilliohe wife ? 

Hwenne fchulde ich al habbe irekened ')fat fpringe% bituhhe 

]?eo \at ttM beon ieedered. ^. ha ne mei nawt teamen ; ha j^e, B. 

is ielepet gealde. Hire lauw^ luue'S hire Ti wur'Schipe^ wur«ge«, B. 

J?e leafTe T: beo as J^eo \at wurft is J^rof biwepe^ hire wurdef 

1 cleope^ ham wunne T; weolefulle j?^^ teamen hare teamef. j>e, B. 

Ah nu iwur^e hit al ')fai ha habbe hire wil of fbeon \at 

ha wilne^, Ti loke we hwuch wunne Jer of cume JJ^e [FoI. 122&.] 

fbeonunge ]nx>f ; if on earfl hire flesch wi% '^at fulden anan, B. 

ituked as hit if ear ifcheawet. JJ^e burjeme J^er of; is 

heauineiTe 1 hard far eau^ umbe fhinde. Jn his iboreneiTe 

aire fliche ftrongeft T: dea^ o^er hwiles. Jn his foftrenge 

for% ; moni arm hwile. Sone fe hit lihtes i]?is lif ; mare lihte'5, B. 

hit bringe^ wi% him care J^en bUiTe nomeliche to ]?e moder. 

for fif hit is mifbom as hit ilome limped % wont eni of wonti ei, B. 

his limen o]7er sum miffare ; hit if forhe to hire. 1; to al 

his cun fchome vpbrud in uuel mu%. tale bimong alle. jif 

3 
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and seexae^ likely to liye, a fear of }e loss of it is instantly 
^iety a^t bom along wi^ it, for she is never wij^out fear lest it go 
wrong, till one or oJ?er of fe two lose Je o^er. And often 
it occurs )7at }e child most loved and most bitterly pur- 
chased, sorrows most and disturbs bis parents at last. 
Now what joy ha^ }e mojer ? She ha^ from Je misshapen 
child sad care and E^ame, bo%, and for ye driving one, fear, 
till she lose it for good, }K>ugh it never would have been 
in being for J^e love of God nor for ^e hope of heaven nor 
for ye dread of hell. Woman! ^u oughtest to have 
Ah^band to to shunned yis pain beyond all ^ings, for Je welldoing 
of ]?y flesh, for J?e love of J^ine own person, for Je 
A text (Romans hcal^ of Jy body, for as S. Paul sai^, every sin J^at 
tornioJtioif*?^- » matt do% is wi^out ye body, but Jis one. All o]?er 
SSSto^, to 1^ ^^ ^^ noting but sins, but J^is is a sin and besides 
"*»•• denaturalises J^ee and dishonoured yj body. It soiled yj 

soul, and maike^ it guilty before God, and, moreover, 
defiled yy flesh. It is guilty in two respects : it rnake^ 
wra% ye omnipotent wi% J^at sooty sin, and ]?ou dost 
wrong to J^yself, yai yon so shamelessly treatest J^yself. 
Now let us proceed. Consider we what joy arise^ from 
TroiAiet of gea- gestation of children, when ye offspring in ^ee quickened 
and grower. How many miseries immediately wake up 
)^erewi%, and work yee woe enough, fight at J^ine own 
flesh, and wi% many sorrows make war upon jdne own 
nature, pj ruddy :^e shall turn lean and grow green as 
*' grass, pine eyes shall be dusky, and under yem be spots, 
and by ^e giddiness of yj brain yj head shall ake sorely 
tira^ mSerSa ^^^^ 1^7 heMj ye uterus shall swell and strut out like a 
distresseB. Water Img ; ]?y bowels shall have pains, and J^ere shall be 
stitches in yj flank, and pain rife in yj loins, heaviness 
in every limb, pj breasts shaU be a burden on >y paps, 
and ye milk in drops which trickle out of Jem. All Jy 
Matri longa de- boauty is ovet^rowu wi'S a wi^ering. J?y mou^ is bitter, 
futidia menses, and rolls ovcr all ]?at yon chewest, and wi% disgust ac- 
cepts whatever meat it can; yat is, wi% want of appetite, 
%rows it up again. Wi^ al yj pleasure, and Jy husbands 
joy you art perishing. Ah ! wretch, ye anxiety about yj 
suffering pain deprived J^ee of J?e nights sleep. When it 
come% to ya,t at last, J^ere is ye sore sorrowful anguish, ye 
SSdSrth ^ strong piercing pang, ye comfortless ill, J?e pain upon pain, 
ye miserable wail. While yon art in trouble ]^erewi%, in 
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hit wel ibom if % ]?anch6% wel for^lich ; fearlac of hif 

lure is anan wi% bim iboren. for nif ha neau^ wi^ate care bate, B. 

lefte hit ne miffeare a^at ow^er of ham twa ear lofe o^er. 

And ofbe hit time^ ]^at tat leouefte beam. % iboht bitter- tet, B. 

lukeA forhe% ^ fweame^ meafl his ealdren on ende. Nu 

hwat wuwne haue^ J^e moder. Ha haue^ of }e forfchuppet of >at, B. 

beam far care T: fchome ba^e* % fearlac of }at for^lich [FoI. i22fl.] 

a^at ha hit leofe for gode J^ah hit neauer nere for godef * ^^^^ ®"*' 

luue ne for hope of heuene. ne for dred of belle. }vl ahteft 

wnnunon }?if were for Ji flefchef halfchipe for J?i licomef 

luue ^ ti bodies heale oner alle ying to fchunien. for as ase, B. 

s. pawel fei^ euch funne }at men de^ is wi^ute J^e bodi me, B. 

bute ]?is ane. Alle o^re funnen ne beo% bute fu»nen. ah Atle >e, B. 

jfis if funne. T; eke uncunneHche'S J^e % unwur^ehe^ }i ec, B. 

bodi. Sule^ Ji fawle. Ti make^ fchuldi toward godd T: 

filled jfi flefch ec. Gulte^ o twa half, wra^^e^ J^en al wrea«est, B. 

wealdent wi^ ]^at futi fu»ne T: doft woh to Je felf ]^at tu fe dest, B. >at 

fchomeliche tukeft. % Ga Je nu for^re. loke we hwuch 

wunne arife% ]?et after ibur^eme of beame hwen ^at fbeon 

i}?e awakened ^ waxe%. Hu moni earm^en anan awakened 

Jer wi^ ]^at wurche^ }e wa inoh fehte^ oj^ifelue flefch T: fe, B. 

weorre^ wi'S fole weanen oj^in ahne cunde. pi rudi neb [FoI. 122^.3 

fchal leanen % as gref grenen. pine ehnen fehulen dofkin t^t T. 

T; under ]?on wo^tnen % of breinef tt^nunge jin heaued ake iindemeo"8e, B. 

fare Jnwi^ }i wombe fweUn }e bitte ^at beore^ for^ as a butte pe, B. 

wattfr bulge, fine J^annef Jralinge T: fHches i)?! lonke, ^ 

ij^i lendene far echo riue. Heuinefle in euch lime, pine 

breftef burden oj^ine twa pappes. T; te mUc ftranden }at te ^^J®*^' ®* 

of ftrike^ Al is wi^ a welewunge J^i wlite ou^ warpen. 

pi mu^ if bitter % walh al }at tu cheoweft. *\ hwit mete bwet, B. 

fe }i mahe hokerliche underfed, ^at if wi^ xmluft; warped 

hit eft ut. Jnwi^ al Ji wel T ti weref wunne ; forwur^eft weole, B. 

a wrecche. pe care a^ain ^i pinunge J^rahen binime^ }e 

nihtef ilepes. Hwen hit ]?er to cume% }at far forhfule an- 

goife. }at Aronge T: fllkinde fliche ]^at unrotes uuel ]^at pine 

upo pine. }at wondrende jeom^mnge. Hwil fu fwenfeheft foi. 1280.] 
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Office of the mid- 
wife. Inflcete 
episcopel 



Why he calls up 
these topics. 



Child squalls. 



Wants caudle. 



His mother 
anxious about 
his life. 



I. Corint. rii. 28. 



These arguments 
irreftragable. 



Maidens do not 
anticipate all 
these troubles. 



Housewifely 
anxieties. 



J?e dint of dea^> shame J^ere is to increase ]?at sorrow ; wi^ 
j^e old wives indelicate skill, who know of ]7at untoward case. 
Consider whose help }oxi must have, be it never so unbe- 
coming, pey must needs know all ]?at herein occurs. Yet 
let it not seem amiss to ]?ee ]?at we so speak ; for we reproach 
not women wi^ J^eir sufferings, which Je movers of us all 
endured at our own bir^s; but we exhibit Jem to warn 
maidens, J^at }ej be ]fe less inclined to such ^ings, and 
guard Jemselves by a better consideration of what is to be 
done. After all }iB J^ere come% from }?e child ]?us bom a 
wanting and a weeping, J'at must about midnight make ]?ee 
to waken, or her J?at holds ^j place, for whom J^ou must 
care. And what are J^e oj^er nasty offices and matters about 
}e bosom ? to swaddle and to feed ^e child for so many un- 
happy moments. And consider his late growing up and 
his slow driving, and J?at J?ou must even have an anxiety in 
looking for J?e time when ]7e child will perish, and bring on 
his mo^er sorrow upon sorrow. J?ough Jou be rich, and 
have a nurse, J^ou must, as a mo^er, care for all J^at to ^e 
nurse belonged to be done. J?ese and o^er miseries which 
wedlock awakened S. Paul comprehended in one group of 
words : Jey J^at be of J^at sort shall suffer tribulation. "Who- 
soever ^inke^ of aU Jis, and of more )?at J^ere is unmen- 
tioned, and will not scorn ]?e deed from which it aU arise%, 
she is harder hearted than stone of adamant ; and more 
mad, if ]?at can be, ]7an madness itself. She is her own 
foe and her own enemy, and hate% herself. Little knowe% 
a maiden of all ]7is same trouble of wives woe, in her rela- 
tion to her husband ; nor of Jeir work so nauseous J^at }ej 
in common work ; nor of ]?e pain, nor of }e foul incidents 
in }e gestation and parturition of a child ; nor of a nurses 
watches, nor of her sad trials in ^e feeding and fostering : 
how much she must at once put into its mou%, nei}?er too 
much nor too little ; J^ough J^is be to speak of %ings not of 
any importance, J^ough J^ey display still far]?er in what 
slavery wives be, J?at must endure Je like, and in what 
freedom maidens be, J^at are free from J^em all. And what 
if I ask besides, J^at it may seem odious, how }e wife stands, 
]7at beared when she come^ in her child scream, sees ]?e cat 
at }e flitch, and J^e hound at ^e hide ; her cake is burning on 
]7e stone hear%, and her calf is sucking (all }e milk up), }e 
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te J^er'wi^ iji dea^es dute. Schome teke ]7at far. wi^ 

alle ye aide wiues fchome creft ^at cunnen of J^at wafi%. 

Ewas help J^e bihoue^. ne beo hit neu^ fe uncumelich. 

Ha moten nede "wite» al }at te }er in time^. ne Jrunche Je 

nan uuel of for we ne edwiten nawt wiues hare weanen ]^at edwite-S, B. 

ure aire modres drehden on us feluen Ah we fcheape^ 

ham for^ for to weamen meidnes ]^at ha beo» jfe lafle after- forte warni, B. 

ward fwuch )?i»g % witen her J?urh Je beter hwat ham beo 

to don. Aft^ al Jif cume^ of ]^at beam iboren )?us wanunge f^Q^*^' 

% wepnunge 'pat fchal abute midniht makie to wakien. o^er >e, B. 

J?eo pat a ftede halt. ]^at tu moft fore carien. And hwat te \l'^ g 

ea^r fiil^en T: barmes umbe ftunde to fefkin % to foftren 

hit fe moni earm hwile. ^ his waxunge fe lat ^ fe flaw his 

Jrifti ; And eau^r habben far care Ti loken after al J^is hwen [Foi. i286.] 

hit forwur^e. T: bringe on his moder forhe up o forhe. J?ah 

pn riche beo ^ nurice habbe ; ]?u mofl as moder carien for 

al }at hire limped to donne. J?eos T; o^re arm^en }?a^ of >e, B. 

wedlac awakened st. pawel biluke^ in ane lut wordef. 

Tribulationes camis &c. )^at is. on englich. peo \at )7ul- 

liche beo^ ; fchule» derf drehen. Hwa fe J^enche^ on al 

J^is % omare \at ter is % nule wi^huhe \at \vng \at hit al 

of awakened ; Ha is hardre iheorted ]?en adamantines flan. 

% mare amad jif ha mei beo ; J?e» if madfchipe felf. Hire amead, B. 

ahne fa ^^hire fend Hate% hire feluen. Lutel wat meiden 

of al J?is ilke weane of wiuef wa wi^ hire were, ne of hare 

were fe wlateful \at ha imeane wurchen. ne of ]7at far ne 

of Jat fati ij^e bur^eme of beam. '\ his iborenefTe of nuricef [Foi. nsc] 

weeches ne of hire wafi^es of '^pat fode foftruwge hu- muchel 

ha fchule at eanes \n his mu^ famplen now^er to muchel 

ne to lutel. pah ]7is beo of to fpeken unwur^liche }?inges. ne his lat$er 

J?ah J?e mare ha fchawe^ ihwuch ]?eowdom wiues beo» "^^at ^^ ^* ** ^" 

Imllich motew drehe. And meidnes ihwuch fredom \at freo !?^*® drehen, 

B* pe* B* 

beo% fram ha;n alle. And hwat ^if ich eafki ^et ]7at hit 
J^unche egede hu \at wif ftonde \at ihere^ hwe» ha cume^ j>e, B, 
in hire beam fcreamen Seo^ J^e cat at the fliche. T; te hund 
at te huide. Hire cake beamed o ]7e flan. It hire calf 
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ear^en pot is nmnmg into }e fire, and ]?e churl is sdblding. 
All thk is to bough it be an odious tale, it ought, maiden, to deter lee 

alarm the maid- * ^ / o / / j 

en*. more strongly from marriage, for it seems not easy to her 

J7at trie^ it. J?e seely maiden J?at ha^ fully removed her- 
self out of ]7at servitude as free daughter of God, and his 
Sons spouse, need not suffer any ^ing of ]7e like. Wherfore, 
seely maiden, forsake all such sorrow for \e meed reserved 
J^ee, as J?ou oughtest to do wi^out any fee. Now I have 

Hesumsupmnch kept my promiso above: J^at I would show it to be wi^ 

to the diBadvan- ai<iji-i rj. "v jvi^*" 

ta^e of wedlock, falsehood glozcd over, what many one sai^ and ^mketS 
Ad^soaias Genu- -^ ^^^^^ — ^£ -^^ happiucss and swcetucss which J?e wedded 

have ,* ]7at it fare% not so, as J^ose ween wl]jp look from ]?e 
outside; but it goes quite o%erwi8e, wi^ poor and wi^ 
rich, wi^ )?ose who loaj^e and J^ose who love one ano^er ; 
Jyat \e vexation in every case exceeds \e joy, and Je loss, 
beyond all, passes ]^e gain. 

Now, Jen, seely maiden, whom David called daughter, 
hear J?y fitter, and hearken to his advice, which in ]7e be- 
Textof Davidre- ginning of J^is writing he gave : — Forget Jrjr people J^at lie^ 
^^ * to Jee about Je joy of a husband and of J^e world ; Jy people, 

J?at is to say, ji Noughts, )?at deceitfully lead Jee toward 
all vexation, and forsake j^y facers house, as was before 
explained, and betake Jee to him truly. Wi^ him J?ou 
shalt enjoy, as wi^ fy wedded husband, world wi^out end, 
Transcendental heavenly joys. Blcsscd is \e spouse of Him, whose maid- 
mysfacism. enhood is untouched, quando ille super ilia gignit, ilia 
autem ea illo parit absque labore et sine dolore. Happy is 
\e husband when none can be a maiden except she love 
him, nor free except she serve him ; whose offspring is im- 
mortal, and whose morrow gift is \e kingdom of heaven. 
Exhorts to such Now, J^cu, seely maiden, if it is lief to Jee, take him for )?y 
SanST * ^" ^^^) \^^ rule^ aU J^at is, and was, and ever shall be ; for 
}^ough he be richest, he alone beyond aU, \e poorest of all 
]^at choose^ him for a husband is acceptable to him. If 
whom he extols. ]?ou wishest for a husband ]7at ha% much beauty, take him 
at whose beauty \e sun and \e moon are astonished, to look 
upon whose countenance \e angels are never satiated, for 
when he give% fairness to aU }^at is fair in heaven and in 
ear%, much more he ha^, wi^out all conjecture, retained 
for himself; and ]70ugh he is J^us fairest of all ^ings, he 
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fuke^. }e croh eorne^ i}e for ^ te okeorl chide^. pah 
hit be egede fahe; hit ah meiden to eggi }e ^i^re J^er 
framward. for nawt ne J^unohe hit hire egede }at hit fonde^ fronmiart, B. 
Ne J^arf }at feli meiden }at haue^ al idon hire ut of J^ullich 
Jeowdom afe godes fire dohter T: his fanes fptwe drehe nawt [FoI. 123d.] 
fwucches. for Ji feli meide» forfac al )?ullich forhe far ut- >ulli, B. 
nxune mode lat ta ahef to don wi^uten euch huire. Na ]>e >u ahtest, 

B 

ich hahbe ihalde» mine biheafte J^ruppe. ^at ich walde 
fcheawen wi^ falfchipe ifme^et ]^at te moni an fei^ Ti 
J^u^he^ }at hit fo^ beo of }e felh^e 1 te fwete \at te 
iweddede habbew ^at hit ne fare^ nawt fwa as wene^ \at habbetJ, B. 
ifeo^ utewi^ ah fare^ al o^er weis of poure ba % riche of 
la^e Ti eo of leoue. "^^at te weane eihwer paiTe^ \q winne. 
1 te lure ouer al ; al ]^e bijeate. 

Nu Jenne feli meiden \at ^auP6 cleope^ doht^. Jher 
yi fader. % hercne his read \at he ij^e frum^e of Jis writ 
readde. forget ti folc \at lihe^ \e of weres Ti worldes wiiwne. 
\at beo% ]?ine J^ohtes \at fwikeliche leaded \q toward alle >e, B. 
weane. T; forfac J^i fader htw. as hit is Jeruppe iopenet. Ti 
tac J^e to him treowliche. wi% hi/n ]m fchalt wealden as 
wi^ \\ were iwedded world bnten ende heuenriche winnen. [Foi. 1240.] 
Eadi if his fpt^^e hwas meidewhad if unwemmed hwen he 
on hire ftreone^ % hwen ha teamed of him ne fwinke% ne 
ne pine% Eadi if te were hwen nan ne mei beo meiden 
bnte ^if ha hi»i lunie. ne free bute ^if ha him ferui. Hwaf heo (twice), B. 
ilreoM if nndeadlich. 1 hwas marhe^iue if te kinedoin of 
heuene. Na ]?enne feli meiden ^if J^e is weole leof. nim \q is >e, B. 
him to lau^ J^^^'wealde^ al ^at is % was % eau^r fchal 
iwnr^en. for ]7ah he beo richeft him ane ou^ alle ; J^e aire 
meail poure ']^at him to were cheofe^ ; is him wel ieweme. >«? B. 
}if ^at tu wilneft were \at muche wlite habbe ; nim him of 
hwas wlite beo^ awundret J?e fimne T: te mone. upo hwas 
nebfchafb \q eagles ne beo% neau^ fuUe to bihalden. for 
hwen he jiue^ feirlec to al \at is feir \n heuene 1; in 
ear^e ; muche mare he haue^ wi^uten eni etlunge at muchele, B. 
balden to him feluen. 1^ tah hwen he ^u« is aire J^inge [FoL 124&.] 
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receiye^ bli^ely, and embraced openly, J^e loa]?liest of all, 
and make% yem seven tunes sheener ]?an ^e snn. If off- 
Have for off. spring be desirable to jfee, take ]?yself to him, under wbom 
tues of the soaC J'ou shalt in }y maidenhood bring for% daughters and^sons 
of j^iritual teamings, J^at never can die, but shall ever 
and these shall l>efbre J^ee play in heaven ; }^at is to say, )7e virtues ]?at he 

sport before thee ^jj-v"***!* . i •-»* 

in heaven. begetteiS in pee by his sweet grace, such as righteousness, 
' and being wary against improprieties ; moderation, and 
temperance, and spiritual strong^ to wi^stand }e devil 
and against sin ; simplicity of manner, and afGeibility and 
> tranquillity, endurance and sympa^y for every mans sorrow, 
: joy in }?e Holy Ghost, and in }e breast peace from envy and 
: wra^, from covetousness and every immoral error ; meek- 
ness and mildness, and sweetness of heart, ]7at belonged of 
all %ings best to maidenhoods virtues. Such is }e ofifspring 
of maidenhood, J^e spouse of jfe Son of Gt)d, J^at shall for 
But, thedepravi- ever live and play wi^out end before her in heaven. But, 
are misbegotten maiden, }?ough ]^ou be intact of body, and have pride, spite, 

children, bom of ^^ . • i 3 'n '-v** • 1 1 *. 

fornication with or wra^S, covetousuess, or wicked wul, wi^in m py heart, 
]?ou dost fornication wi^ jfe evil one of hell, and he be- 
getter on J^ee J?e oflfepring J^at )70u bearest. When )?y 
husband, ]?e Almighty, to whom ]?ou hast wedded J^yself, 
see^ and understande^ Jis, J?at his enemy lie^ wi^ J^ee, 
and ]7at ]70u breedest of him an offspring to him most loa^- 
some, he despised J^ee at once, as is no wonder, and sur- 
renders )7ee ftdly to him of whom ]70u breedest, nor does he 
God tolerates no keep wi^ any man, and least of all wi% his foeman, any 
ness^ '*°'^"^*^^' l^alf measures. Whosoever love^ aught but him, or any- 
ring except for his sake, she enrages him much. Above 
Pride is thedeviis all ^ings kuow ]7at J?ou breedest pride by }?e devils beget- 
and if thou art ting, for of all vicos J^at one is his eldest daughter. J?at 
mayst thou ex- first sprang from him while he was yet in heaven, nearly 
'^^^ of J^e same age ; and so it cast its fa^er, as soon as it was 

bom, from J?e highest heaven into ]?e abyss of hell wi^out 
recovery, and made out of an archangel a most odious devil. 
pe daughter J?at }\is dashed her heavenly fa^ er down, what 
will she do wi^ her ear^y mo^er, J^at breeder her in bore- 
dom of Je loa^some being, )?e devil of hell ? When God 
so vengefully doomed his archangel ]?at begat her in heaven^ 



HALl MEIDENHAD. • 41 

feirest ; he vnderfe^ bli^eliche ^ bicluppe^ fwoteluohe }e 
aire la^lukeft ^ iiiake^ ham feouefi^e fchenre yen ^ funne. 
^if }e were ilreon leof ; nim J^e to him under hwam }u 
fchalt i]d meidenhad teamen dohtren 1 funen of gaitiiche 
teames "j^at neau^ ne deiene mahen. ah fchnlen ai bifore ]?e >e, B. aa, B. 
pleien in heuene. ]^at heon }e n^rtuz ^at he ftreone^ in ]>e 
]7urh his fwete grace. As rihtwiihefre % warfchipe a^aines 
un)^eaweB Mefore ^ mete^ oafUiche flreng^e to wi^flonde 
]?e feond ^ ajain funne. Simplete of femblaunt. ^ buhfum- 
neiTe ^ flil^e. ]K)lempdneire % reowfulneile of euch monnes 
forhe. Gladfchipe i]?e hali gaft. 1; pes ij^i breofle of onde 
% of wra^^e. of jifcinge ^ of euch unj^eawes worre. jisceunge, B. 
Mekelec 1; mildfchipe ^ fwotnefle of heorte ^af limped aire 
]nnge beft to meidenhades mihte. ]ds is meidenef team godes [^oi. 124c.] 
funes fpf^e "pat fchal hire ai libben ^ pleien buten ende aa, B. 
bifore hire i» heuene. ^ Ah J^ah jm meiden beo wi^ute 
bruche of >i bodi 1 tu habbe prude onde o^er wra^^e ^^^«^™che, 
^fcinge o^er wac wil inwi^ ij^in heorte ; ]?u forhoref te forhorest, B. 
wi% }e unwiht of helle. % he ihreone^ on }?e J^e teames ]^at team, B. 
tu teamefl. Hwen ]a were al wealden in ]^at tu ]7e to wed- wealdent, B. 
defl. fe% ^ underflond tis ]^at his fa forli^ ]?e. ^ )at tu 
teamefl of him ^at him if teame la^efl ; he forhohe^ ]?e forheccheiS, B. 
anan as hit nis na wunder. ^ cwe^e^ ^e al cwite him fat 
tu of teamefl. ne kepe% he wi^ na mon 1; hure wi^ his 
famon na half dale, hwa ]^at luue^ eawiht bute him. ^ nan,B. >e,B. 
hwat fe ha for him ne luue^ ha wra^^e^ him fwi^e. luuie'S, B. 
Ouer alle j^ing wite ]7e }at tu ne teami prude bi }& deoulef [Foi. uu,} 
flreonunge. for heo of alle un]?eawes if his ealdefle dohter. 
Earst ha wakenede of him J^a ^et ]»a he wes in heuene. for 
neh wr6 him euen hald. % fwa ha oafl hire fader fone fe 
ha iboren wes firam J^e hehfle heuene in to helle grunde 
wi^ute cou^runge ^ makede of heh engel eatelukefl deouel. bute, B. 
Heo }at tus adufle hire heuenliche fader adun ; hwat wile 
ha don bi hire eor^liohe modres fat teamed hire in bore- 
dom of ]?e la^e vnwiht ]?e hellene fchucke. Hwen oodd fe >en, B. 
wracfiilliche fordemde his heh engel fat ibreonede hire in >e, B. 
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what will he do wi^ }e woman of day, meat for worms^ 

yT who of ]?e devil breeder her on ear% ? If wi^ maidenhood 

]?ou hast meekness and nuldness, Gtod. is in ]?y heart. But 

Pride and God if in it is presumption or any pride, he is an outlaw from 

^Sfer. ^^ y it, for J?ese must no wise bed in one breast, J^ey must not 
dwell toge^er in heaven. ]7ence God cast pride as soon as it 
was bom, and as it knew not which way it came Ji^erward, 
it can never more find its way J^i'Ser. But dwelling here on 
ear%, she promises as a dwelling place all her movers — ^yea, 
movers, }^ough maidens — ^to her accursed fa^er in inmost 

Pride is bom of hell. Be On guard, maiden, against her. She arose of a pure 
^^^' race, ]?e angels equals, and in purest breasts she breeder yet. 
pe best she has beguiled, and well she may hope to be 
victor over man, since she once overcame an angel. She is 
not in doj^es, nor outwardly, in particoloured dress, ]?ough 
]?is be a mark and a proof of her presence at o^er times ; 

She is found tin- but Under white, or under black, and likewise under gray, 

habits. and under green and dark gray, she hide% in ]?e heart. As 

soon as Jtou accountest )?yself better Jan ano^er, for what- 
soever cause, and hast contempt of any, and hast imcourte- 

oomparen^^- ous and contemptuous 'Soughts, of aught that it is said, 
the o]7er do% take pride in, ]?ou marrest jry maidenhood 
and breakest J^y wedlock towards Gk)d, and bieedest by 

ixwk not down bis foe. Hold not bou cheap, bough bou be a maiden, l^e 

on wedded wo- j s j j 

men. widow nor }e wedded, for as a carbunde is better ]?an a 

jacinct in }e average of each sort, and yet a bright jacinct 
is better ]^an a pale carbuncle ; so a maiden, as regards }e 
grace of maidenhood, overpassed ]»e widowed and }e 
wedded ; and yet a mild wife or a meek widow is better 

^^tents better J^an a proud maiden : for J?ese by reason of Jeir sins and 
)7at Jey follow J^e fil^ of J?e fiesh, bow J^emselves down as 
low and vile, and are sore a&aid of Gods awful anger ; and 
as )7e humble sinner, Mary Magdalene, wi^ bitter weeping, 
J^ey lament ]?eir guilt, and most inwardly love God, as she 
did, for ]?eir forgiveness ; and ^ one sort, }&t keep ]?em- 
sdves wi^out guilt and pure, are as secure, live lustless 
and lukewarm in Gods love, wi^out any heat from J^e Holy 
Ghost, which burned so light, wi^out a wasting combustion 
in all his chosen ; while }e o^ers, in a heat of a moment, 
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henene ; hwat wile he don bi }at lam ^ wurmene mete. 

^at of J^e deouel teamed hire on eor^e ; jif J7U haues wi^ bruche^ B^" 

meiderahad meokeleo ^ mildfchipe ; godd is i]?in heorte. Ah [foI. 125a.] 

jif )7er is ou^hohe o^er eni prude in ; he is utlahe ]?rof. 

for ne muhen ha nanes weis bedden in a breofte. ha ne "1*^® malten, 

mnhen nawt fomen earden in heuene. J^eone godd warp loniet, B. 

hire fone fe ha iboren wes: 1: as ha nuste hwuch wei 

ha come J^eneward ; ne con ha neauer mare ifinden na 

wei a^ainward. Ah eardinde her .on eor^e bihat echo ^SSt B 

wununge alle hire modres al been ha meidnef wi% hare 

awaiiede fader in inwarde helle, "Wite J^e meiden wi^ hire. 

Ha cwikede of cleane cimde af if in englef enene ^ clen- 

nefle breften brede^ hire jette. fe befte ha af ajile^. T; f^?*'J*5J*^ 

wei ha dar hopein to beo kempen ou^ mon ^at ou^com 

engel. Kis ha nawt in cla^s ne in feahunge utewi^ J^ah 

hit beo merke J^rof T; munegunge o^er hwiles. Ah under mahunge, B. 

hwit o^er blac. ^ af ewel vnd^ grei as under orene T: gra. aa, B. 

ha lute% i]7e heorte. Sone fo }vl telles te bet^e jfen an tellest, B. 

o^er. beo hit hwerfore fe hit eau^ beo % haueA of eni 

ou^hohe T: J^unche^ hofles Ti hoker of ewt ^at man fer6 J^e eawt,B. me,B. 

o^er de% ^ette ; ]?u m^rrres ti meidenhad ^ brekes ti wedlac -est, B. 

toward godd ^ of his fa temes Ne telle }vl nawt e^elich [foI. i25e.] 

al beo ]7U meiden to widewen ne to iweddede. for alfwa as 

a charbucle if bet^e }en a iacinct i]?e euene of hare cunde. 

*Tt tah is bet^re a briht iacinct Jen a charbucle won. Alfwa >ah, B. 

paffe^ meiden onont te mihte of meidenhad ; widewen Ti 

iweddede Ti tah is betere a milde wif o^er a meoke widewe 

]^en a prud meiden. for ]?eos for here funnen ]^at ha iflefches hare, B. 

fol^e folhen leoten ham lahe 1 e^eUche. T; beo^ fare ^^i^??. ^1^^ 

nme'o, B. 

offeared of godes Inhere eie. And as te eadi funegild marie 

magdalene. wi^ bittre wopes bireowfe^ hare gultes. T; in- 

wardlukefl luuie^ godd al fwa as heo dide for hare for- 

jeouenefle. And te o^re }at halden ham vnforgult Ti cleane ; [FoL *i2M.] 

boon afe fikere unluflie Ti wlecche liue^ igodes luue wi^- '"J^^f?®' ^• 
p . ° for liuetJ. 

uten euch heate of jfe hah gafl ytU beamed fe lihte wi^ute >e, B. 
waftinde brune in alle hife icorene. And te o^re in a heate an, B. 
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« # 

are more melted and liquefied into good, J^an }e first in 
J^eir lukewarmness all ]?eir lifetime. Wherefore, blessed 

Be not orercon. maiden, sponse of ye Son of God, be not J'on too confident 

mSeniiood. ^ ^^J maidenhood only wi^out o^er good and moral virtues, 
and especially mildness and meekness of heart, after ]^ 
example of J^at maiden blessed beyond all o^ers, Mary, J^e 
mo^er of God. For when J^e archangel Gabriel greeted 
her, and brought her Je tidings of Christs conception, ob- 
serve how low she let herself be when she answered J^us of 

Lake i. 38. herself: "Behold, J^e ^rall of J^e Lord; according to J^y 
word," said she, " may it be to me." And )?ough she were 
full of all good manners, she only said of her meekness and 
sang to Elizabe^, " For now my Lord ha^ regarded ]?e low 

Luke i. 48. estate of his hand maiden. All people," said she, *' shall 

call me blessed.'' Take heed, muden, and understand 

^^ hereby, ]?at more for her meekness J^an for her maidenhood, 

she believed she experienced such grace firom our Lord. 

Meekness indis- To all maidenhood meekness is wor^ much, and maiden- 

pensable. 

hood wi^out it is vile and wor^ noting ; for a maiden in 
her maidenhood wi^out meekness is just like oil in a lamp 
V wi'Sout light. Blessed spouse of God! have jfiB same 
virtue, J?at J^ou seem not darksome, but shine as Je sun in 
Jyy husband's sight. Yary J?y maidenhood wi^ all good 
Think of Mary manners, which seem to him fair. Have ever in )?ine 
sfdnte, ^ ^^^ heart Je most blessed of maidens and mo^er of maiden- 
hood, and ever beseech her to enlighten }ee and give J^ee 
love and streng^ to follow in maidenhood her excellencies. 
J?ink of St. Ka^arine, St. Margaret, St. Agnes, St. Juli- 
ana, St. Lucy, St. Cecilia, and of J?e o^er holy maidens in 
heaven ; how fey not only refused kings sons and earls 
and of their con- wi^ all worldly woal^ and ear^ly joys, but endured strong 
pains ra]?er ]7an accept J^em and a sorrowful dea% at last, 
pink how well J?ey are off now, and how fej revel now in 
Gods arms as queens of heaven. And if it ever happens 
)7at }j bodys lust, trough }?e false fiend, leaded }ee towards 
carnal fil^, answer J?y Noughts )?us : ** j?ou makest no pro- 
Combat the flesh gress, docoiver ! Such will I be in a maidens life as is an 
and resolution, angel in heaven. I wiU keep myself intact trough jfe grace 
of God, as nature me made, Jat J^e joys of paradise may re- 
ceive me ; such as were, before J?ey sinned, its first cultiva- 
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of a hondhwile beon imealt mare ^ iptten in godd ^en }e an, B. 

o^re in a wlecclinnge al hare liffi^e. For}d eadi meiden lifsi^en, B. 

godef flme ipt^e ne beo ]^u nawt tu trufli ane to ]^i meiden- suneB, B. 

had wi^uten o^er God Ht J^awfullo mihtes 1 ou^ al milt- 

fchipe ^ meokefchipe of heorte after J^e bisne of ^at eadi forbisne, B. 

meiden oner all o^re. marie godes moder. for ]^ ]^e hehe 

engel oabr/el grette hire. % brohte hire J^e tidinge of godes hire to, B. 

akeneife ; loke hu lah ha lette hire ]^a ha onfwerede l^tu bi IFoi. i26a]. 

hire felae. low her mi lau^es Jralle ; After )i word quod 

ha mote me iwurden. And tah ha ful were of alle gode 

]?eaweB ; ane of hire mekelec ha feide Ht fong to Helizar 

both, for mi lan^ bifeh his J^afftenes mekelac me fchnlen 

clepien quod ha eadi alle leoden. [N'imL ^eme meiden ^ nn- 

dtfrfiond herbi. "pat mare for hire mekelec ]^en for hire 

meidenhad ha lette }ai ha ifond fwnch grace at ure lan^. 

for al meidenhad ; mekelec is mnche wur^. % meidenhad 

wi^utew hit is e^eliche % unwur^ for al fwa is meiden 

imeidenhad wi^ute mekelec ; as is wi^ute liht eoile in a l^^ioe^B 

laumpe. Eadi godef ^t^e hane ]^is ilke mihte l^at tu ne 

J^unche J^eoflri. ah fchine as te fonne i]^i weres fih^e. feahe 

'pi meidenhad wi% alle gode J^eawes. pat punched him feire. >e, B. 

Hane ean^ ij^in herte pe eadieile of meidnes % meidenhades [Foi. i26ft.] 

mo^er. % bifech ai hire pat ha pe lihte % jine Inne % aa, B. 

ibreng^e for to folhe in meidenhad hire pea,wea, J?ench o. forte folheii,B. 

St. katerine. o. st. margarete. st. enneis. st. JuHene. st. 

Incie. st. CeciUe. ^ o]?e o^re hali meidnes in heuene Hu 

ha nawt ane forfoken kingef fonnes % eorles wi% alle 

worldliche weolen % eor^liche wnnnen ; ah J^oleden ibronge 

pines ear ha walden nimen ham % derf dea% on ende. 

J^nch hu wel ham is nu. % hu ha bliife^ ]>erfore bituhhe 

godes armef ewenes of heuene. And ;if hit eauer time% 

pat a licomef lufl ]^urh pe falfe feond leaded pe toward leadie, B. 

flefchliche ftd^e ; onfwere ij^i J^oht tus, "Ne oeine^ J^e nawt >us, B. 

fweoke. ]7ullich ichulle beon imeidenes Made. Jlich heuene 

engel. Jchulle halde me hal puih pe grace of godd af cunde 

me makede. pat paraife felh^e underfo me all fwuch af [Foi. 1260.J 



'•" 



46 MODEBNIZED. 

tors. Altoge^er, suck I will be as is my dear lemaa, my 
precious Lord, and as is ]^at blessed maiden, ]7at be cbose to 

Bewireto re- himself for mo^er. Such wiU I keep myself, truly unpol- 
luted, sinice I am to bim wedded. Kor will I for a lust of 
a little wbile, J^ougb it seems a deligbt, cast away ]^at %ing, 
J^e loss of wbicb I should repent wi^out recovery, and pay 
for in bell wi^ every burning. J?ou wretched wight ! all 
for nought )ovl provokest me to commit sin, and forego 
}e bHss upon bliss, J^e crown upon crown of a maidens 

as if the aiterna- reward; and hast a wish and a will to cast me as a wretch 

tiTe were hell./ 

y into Jt^ pit of punishment; ]?at instead of ]?e song of 
angels out of maidenhoods grace, greet and groan ever wi% 
J^e and wi^ J^ine in J?e eternal borror of bell." If J^ou J^us 
answerest to }j bodys lust and to }e fiends attempts, he 
shall flee from ^ee wi% shame. And if he still afber ]?is, soon 
enough, come to 'pee and continue to irritate pj flesh and 
prick J^y heart, Jy Lord God permitted pis to enlarge Jy 

1 Corinth, ix. 25. reward ; for, as St. Paul sai^, none is crowned except who- 
soever flghts stoutly in pat flgbt, and wi% strong combating 
^ overcome^ her flesh ; for pen is J^e devil, wi^ his own 

Hide thyself in guile, shamefully overgrown. Wben J?ou, as pe apostle 
sai^, shalt not be crowned, except ]^ou be assailed, for Gt>d 
will crown J^ee ; he will permit pe evil one to assail J^ee pat 

Champions or peiLce ]^ou mayst earn crown upon crown. Hence it is of most 

confessors crown , /> « « •• t x v t. • ^<» i_ x j i^^ 

according to B. benefit to J^ee pat when he gneveiS pee most, and wi^ 
temptations warred more madly upon pee, if ]^ou hidest 
Jyself well under Gods wings : for by ]?is war he prepared 
pee in spite of his tee%, pe bliss and pe crown of Christs 
chosen ones. And may Jesu Christ grant pee trough his 
blessed name, and all pern ]^at quit pe love of man of clay. 
He prays his ex- to be his leman, and grant J^at pej so retain ]7eir hearts 
arau. **^ "*^ wi^ bi»», J^at neipeT pe promptings of ]?eir fiesh, nor temp- 
tations of pe fiend, nor any of his ear^ly imps, daze ]^eir 
hearts wit, nor twist J^em out of J^e way, on which J^y 
have entered : and may He help pern so in Him to hasten 
to heaven, till pej be thi^er mounted, as J^eir bridal shall 
be, into all pat ever blissful is, to sit wl^out end, wi% pe 
blessed bridegroom, from whom all happiness is derived. 
Amen. 
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weren ear ha eulten his earile hearmen. Alltmge fwuch 

ichulle heon as if mi deore leofmon mi deorewni^e lan^. 

nt as if tat eadi meiden )at he him cheaf to moder Al >e, B. 

fwnch ichulle wite me treowliche unwemmet af ich am 

him iweddet. ne nul ich nawt for a luil of a lute hwile ]^ah ane, B. 

hit ]7unche delit awai warpe }at ]^ing. hwas lure ichulle 

bireuien wi^ute couerunge. 1 wi^ eche brune abuggen in 

helle. }vL wrechwile fol wiht al for nawt J^u prokeil me to 

forgulten % forgan ]?e bMe upo bliife ye crune upo crune 

of meidenef mede ^ willes Ht waldes waipe me as wrecche 

i]d learwite. And for ^at englene fong of meidenhades [ToLism,} 

menfke : wi% ye ^ wi% J^ine greden ai Ht granen iye eche aa, B. 

grure of helle. ^if yu yus onfweres to yi licomes lufl % to -est, B. 

ye feondes fondinge; he fchal fleo ye wi% fchome. And 

^if he alles after jds inch ra%e atflonde % halt on to eili yi 

flefch nt prokie J^in herte. J^i lauerd godd it J^ole^ him to 

muccH yi mede. for as fente pawel fei%. ne be% nan icrunet 

bute hwafe treoweliche i]7ulle feht fihte. Ht wi% fbong 

cockunge ou^cume hire flefch for yenne if te deouel wi% 

hif ahne torn fchomeliche awarpen. Hwen ]ni af te apofde >e, B. 

iei% ne fchalt been icrunet bute yu beo aiail^et. for godd }efforFor,B. 

wile crtmi ye ; he wile leote fol wel ye unwiht aiail^e ye, [FoI. i27a.] 

yat tu eami Jer ]?urh crune upo crune for yi hit if ye meafl f^^ ^^" 

god. yat hwen he greue^ J?e meaft. Mb toward ye wi^ fondinge te, B. 

wodeluker weorre^. jif Jm wel lulef te under godes wengef. ^^'^ ^^^ ^^ 

for J^urh J^if weorre he jarke^ J^e unj^onc hife te^ ye blifle 

^ te crune of cnftes icorene. And ih^m oriA leue ye yurh. 

his blefcede nome. ^ alle yeo yat leauen luue of lami mon ; >e, B. 

for to been his leofinon. % leue fwa hare heorte halden to 

him. yat hare flefches eggunge. ne ye feondes fondunge. ne 

nan of his eor^liche Hmen ; ne weorri hare heorte wit. ne 

wrenche hem ut of ye wei yat ha beo^ in gongen And helpe 

ham fwa in him to hihen toward heuene. a^at ha beo» 

iflihe J^ider af hare brudlac fchal in al yat eaaer fel if. wi^ 

yene feli brudgume yat fihe% alle felh^e of; iitten buten 

ende. AMEN. 
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